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Why is D.C. Everest Area School District using
standards-based assessment and grading?
In order to best prepare students for post-secondary education and a career, the D.C.
Everest Area School District is using a standards-based assessment and grading
system to more accurately monitor, measure and communicate a student’s learning,
growth and academic achievement. This grading system will also positively affect the
classroom — allowing teachers to provide clearer and more meaningful feedback for
each student based on their specific needs and goals.
The traditional grading scale is accepted yet educationally we know there are
significant issues with it. Although traditional grades may be of questionable worth
they have a long history. It is not worth fighting against this history. Rather it is worth
fighting to make grades meaningful and more supportive of learning (O’Connor).

What is the evidence that says “this is effective?”
At first, adults may be most comfortable with traditional grading practices as that is
what we have generally experienced ourselves. While most classrooms have
historically used an infinite number of traditional grading practices, noted education
experts such as Robert Marzano, Thomas Guskey, and Ken O’Connor, tell us that in the
one-hundred years of existence, there is no meaningful research that provides
evidence that traditional grading practices help students learn and grow. It is
difficult to justify unproven practices simply based on tradition.
Standards-Based-Grading serves as an umbrella covering essential teaching and
learning practices which have been well-researched. Renowned educational
researcher, John Hattie, notes that clear student-friendly learning targets,
opportunities for students to improve their scores, and ongoing teacher feedback to
students are all well researched and established as some of the most highly effective
strategies in helping students learn and grow.
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What is standards-based assessment and grading?
A grade has one purpose: to communicate a student’s learning. Standards-based
grading is designed to do just that — clearly communicate a student’s academic
progress toward mastering a series of clearly defined learning targets.
Learning targets are defined for each course and specifically indicate what the
student is expected to know and be able to do.
Throughout the course, a student completes assessments that help the teacher track
progress — determining how far the student has progressed toward mastering a skill
and where they may require additional assistance.
Grades for each reporting category will be determined by weighing the most recent
assessments more heavily.
Students will receive separate grades for skills that lead towards success such as
respect and responsibility. These grades are noted on the report card for parents to
see but will not factor into a grade. How is Standards Based Grading different?
Traditionally, student performance for a quarter was based on averaging scores from
the entire quarter. Early quiz scores that could have been low would be averaged
together with more proficient performance later in the course, which could result in a
lower overall grade than current performance indicates. Typically, student work habits
affected the overall grade such as incomplete or missing homework or participation
points being averaged into the overall grade.
A standards-based grading system measures a student’s mastery of grade-level
reporting categories by prioritizing the most recent, consistent level of performance.
Thus a student who may have struggled at the beginning of the year will still be able
to demonstrate mastery of key concepts by the end of the year.
Standards-based report cards separate academic performance from work habits and
behavior in order to provide parents a more accurate view of a student’s progress in
both academic and behavioral areas. Variables such as effort, participation, timeliness,
cooperation, attitude and attendance are reported separately as success skills, not as
an indicator of a student’s academic performance.
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Traditional Grading

Standards-Based Grading

Achievement, effort, attitude, and
behavior are all factors

Achievement is the only factor,
success skills are graded
separately

Every grade recorded with minimal
support for re-assessment

Most recent assessment
information used

Averaging all grades

Various forms of data collected

What will students see this year?
D.C. Everest values growth and learning by students and staff alike. Many classrooms
have implemented Standards-Based Grading practices, while others are on the path
to using it in their classroom. Those who are “on the path” will use a more traditional
grading practice this year while at the same time working on how a standards-based
grading practice changes their instruction and grading in their classroom.
Regardless, grades being reported on report cards will show no difference. Each
course will report a single grade that goes with the student. Each teacher will
communicate which system of grading they are using at the start of the school year.

Why is this switch to Standards-Based Grading taking
so much time…why not just switch everyone this year?
As a district we could just say “we are all making the switch this year” but
the reality is several teachers have been learning and planning for years
whereas others are just starting the process. The district allowing those
teachers who are relatively new to the changes standards-based grading
can cause, time to adjust their practices and have it not negatively affect a
students overall grade.

D.C. Everest School District

What are re-assessments?
Standards-Based Grades reflect the evidence of a student’s learning at a certain point
in time, placing value on opportunities for student growth and improvement. When a
student has not demonstrated that they have learned what was expected, opportunity
for improvement will be provided through future learning and re-assessment. The reassessment may be a different test, a portion of a test, opportunity to improve a
project, or in some cases a conference with the student. Prior to a re-assessment,
students will need to remediate the concepts which places an emphasis on the
process of learning.

Do Colleges/Universities Care?
The grading process at D.C. Everest will not change how we report grades to postsecondary schools. Grades will continue to be reported out using letter grades. Postsecondary schools have significantly reduced their reliance on grades as entrance
criteria and have shifted to looking at the rigor of a students transcript along with
other factors such as recommendations, contributions outside of school, and course
selections. Admissions Counselors indicate that there is no evidence to suggest that
the increased use of standards-based grading practices at the high school level has
impacted students negatively, nor has their faculty provided information that students
struggle with different/traditional practices once they arrive to college. This shift by
post-secondary schools supports the D.C. Everest School District shift towards grades
being part of a continual learning process.
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How is my child’s grade measured or determined?
In Standards-Based Grading, your child’s grade is determined through a reviewing of
all the evidence collected throughout the year. The evidence can come in a variety of
forms including, but not limited to, the following: tests/quizzes, projects,
presentations, essays, or anything the student does in class to demonstrate
knowledge or skill in a particular reporting category. Each piece of evidence is
evaluated by the teacher as showing advanced (A level), proficient (B level), or basic
(C level) understanding. The criteria for the evidence is provided to the student with
a rubric. If the student does not show basic, or C level understanding, a grade of LP
(learning in progress) is given, which means the student has more learning to do in
order to demonstrate proficiency. If the student shows no evidence (e.g. does not
turn in the project), a grade of an NE is given.
At the end of a grading term, the teacher looks at the total evidence in a particular
reporting category, and assigns it a grade. Then, the teacher looks at the total grades
in each reporting category and assigns an overall grade, with any overall reporting
category grades of LP or NE converting into an F. Because the teacher is more
concerned with what the student knows and can do by the end of the term, the most
recent evidence is weighted most heavily.

How can I find out how my child is doing?
Your child’s grades can be found on HaikuLearning. Follow the
list below to find your child’s grades, once logged into to
HaikuLearning:
•

Navigate to Classes

•

Select the class desired

•

Under the Assessment tab, select Standards-Based grades.
-

A bar graph will open showing all of the current grades
in each standard for that class. In addition, it is color-coded, so progress
can be seen at a quick glance. A green bar means A or B level evidence,
yellow is C level, and red means either Learning in Progress or No Evidence
has been provided by the student. Every teacher will report their grades
through HaikuLearning regardless if they are considered a standardsbased classroom or a traditional classroom.
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Does homework matter?
Absolutely! Students need to understand
that homework is practice and without
practice, future success is limited. While
homework does not affect a student’s grade,
homework is synced with learning objectives
and designed to help students develop the
knowledge and skills they need to master the defined standards. Teachers will
provide feedback on homework assignments as needed to provide student’s with
direction. The goal of homework assignments is to have students determine how well
they understand the material and how well they can apply the material to other
situations. A student’s homework behaviors (completion, timeliness, etc.) will be
reflected in his or her Success Skills grades. Over the past several decades we have
seen a decrease in the effort put forth by students on homework. Neither a
standards-based grading system or a traditional grading system will fix the homework
problem. The homework problem is something that will take teachers and parents
working as a team to fix. Homework should be a risk-free chance to experiment with
new skills. Apply what they have learned so they find out what they really do
understand and can return to class to ask questions about what was not understood.”
(Carr and Farr 2000, 200).

What if I have additional questions or concerns?
After taking the time to read this if you have more questions, which is expected,
please start by going to www.dcesbg.blogspot.com to read some frequently asked
questions or to post a question. Your question will be replied to and possibly posted
on the site. You may also contact your child’s teacher or building Principal for more
information.

