
  
 
April 24, 2020 
   
Dear Students and Parents,  
   
We want to thank you for the countless adjustments you have made — and continue to make — to 
balance personal and professional responsibilities while supporting off-site learning.  
   
Many students, parents and teachers have expressed concerns that off-site learning may adversely 
affect student learning outcomes and grades. We recognize that the lives of our students and families 
have been significantly impacted by COVID-19, and we are adapting our grading policies to ensure 
students are not negatively impacted by circumstances beyond their control. Our revised grading 
polices are as follows: 
 

• In alignment with Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction guidelines, our teachers have 
refined fourth quarter performance goals to focus on a few key learning standards, while 
providing students with flexible options to demonstrate growth in their learning. 

• All secondary students will begin the fourth quarter with the grade they earned at the end of the 
third quarter. Students will have the opportunity to improve that grade for a final second 
semester grade. However, no student’s semester grade will be lower than what they earned at 
the end of the third quarter. 

• Senior high students enrolled in Advanced Placement, Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit courses will 
work with their teachers to meet guidelines established by those institutions.  

   
This revised grading system ensures students are rewarded for their third quarter efforts, encourages 
them to strive for improvement, and ensures no student is negatively impacted by current 
circumstances. We recognize that as a result of these changes, some students may disengage from 
learning, so we ask that parents continue to support off-site learning to the best of their abilities, and 
that students continue to engage and position themselves for future success.  
   
We trust the professional judgement of our teachers in assigning student grades within these new 
parameters. By monitoring student progress, providing feedback and maintaining communication, 
teachers will be able to come to a consensus with the student on whether he or she appropriately 
engaged in remote learning opportunities and provided adequate evidence to support an improved 
fourth quarter grade. We recognize that in some cases, a modified grading procedure or a pass/no 
pass approach may be necessary.  
   
If you have questions or concerns about this change in grading policy, please contact your child’s 
teacher or the building principal. We appreciate that every family’s situation is unique, and we 
understand that this is a stressful time for many of our students.  
   
   
Sincerely,  
   
   
Dr. Casey Nye  
Assistant Superintendent of Learning 
 


