African American Rights 
African Americans in Early Wisconsin - In the early 1800’s African Americans established permanent residence in Wisconsin. African Americans contributed to Wisconsin in many ways and established many communities. 
American Federation of Labor - Samuel Gompers led the A.F.L., which was even more successful than the Knights of Labor.  By 1890, this reform organization had over 500,000 members. 
Americanization Colonization Society - In 1817, a minister named Robert Finley started the American Colonization Society.  This organization tried to reform the terrible “peculiar institution” known as slavery.  The colony of Liberia was set up in Africa as a place for slaves to live.  Eventually 12,000 blacks did move there.   
Amistad Case - In 1849 African slaves revolted aboard their ship the Amistad. They ended up off the coast of Long Island. The slaves were taken prisoner and a trial was held. Former President John Quincy Adams argued for their freedom. 
Bacon's Rebellion - In 1676, Nathaniel Bacon, a wealthy frontier farmer in Massachusetts led farmers, slaves, former indentured servants, and freed slaves in an attack against some friendly American Indians.  Eventually, this group then even attacked and burned Jamestown.  This rebellion not only showed how much colonists distrusted their colonial government, but it also made it difficult for future relations with Native Americans. 
Bannecker, Benjamin - a free black reformer who was truly ahead of his time.  He was an accomplished astronomer, a mathematician, a writer, and a social scientist.  His autobiography is one of the first great works of American literature. 
Black Art - Amiri Baraka founded the black arts repertory Theatere School in Harlem with the hopes of bringing music, poetry, art and performance to the street corners of the city. 
Black Panthers - The Black Panthers was a political party made up of black militants.  They fought (sometimes quite violently) black rights, encountering oppositional forces. 
“Bleeding” Kansas - In the 1850’s, Kansas was literally a state of violence.  Some citizens of Kansas were proslavery, and some were antislavery. 
Brown vs. Board of Education - This U.S. Supreme Court Case finally made the “separate, but equal” clause illegal.  This encounter also signified the vast unrest that the nation felt regarding race. 
Coleman, Bessie – The first African American pilot in the United States.  Confronted by restrictions of race and gender in her own country, she saved her earnings as a manicurist is Chicago, studied French and went to France to be trained as a pilot, earning her International Pilots License in 1922. 
Desegregating Central High School - Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas was one of the first face-to-face meetings, between supporters of segregation and supporters of integration.  President Eisenhower had to intervene and post soldiers at this high school in order to protect the black students attending Central High School.  On other side, was Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus, who objected to integration. 
Douglass, Fredrick - A black American, who was one of the most eminent human rights leaders of the 19th century. He was highly active in the abolition movement. He became the first black citizen to hold high rank in the U.S. government. 
Dred Scott Decision - Dred Scot was a slave, whose master took him to free states.  After his owner died, Dred sued in court for this right to be free.  In court they declared that Scott had never been free, due to the fact that slaves were personal property; thus, the Missouri Compromise of 1820 was unconstitutional. 
Du Bois and Ida Wells-Barnett - Du Bois wanted immediate political equality and economic opportunity for blacks.  Du Bois was the first Blackman to receive a doctoral degree from Harvard University.  He would become a professor at Atlanta University.  Ida Wells-Barnett was newspaperwoman from Tennessee.  She tried to reform and stop the lynchings and other acts of violence against blacks. 
Eckford, Elizabeth - In 1957, Elizabeth Eckford, who was only 15 years old, was a civil rights pioneer because she was one of the Little Rock Nine.   As one of the first to integrate the all white Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, Eckford encountered opposition from many students, school officials and community members.  She went on to have a distinguished career in the U.S. Army. 
Fugitive Slave Act - By the 1850's, Wisconsin had become known for its support for the abolition of slavery and its opposition to the 1850 Federal Fugitive Slave Act. A significant example of this can be seen in the story of runaway slave Joshua Glover.  
Halyard, Wilbur and Ardie Halyard - This young couple moved to Wisconsin in 1920.  Here they worked on reforming the rights of blacks in Wisconsin.  They organized the Columbia Savings and Loan Association, which lent money to African-Americans interested in buying homes.  Wilbur refused to accept a salary for many years.  Ardie led the Milwaukee and Wisconsin chapters of the National Advancement of Colored People (N.A.A.C.P.). 
Hanna, Hilton - one of Wisconsin’s most outspoken advocates for social reform.  This African-American is a world traveler, educator, and union   leader who spoke out against racism.
Harlem Renaissance - Beginning in the 1920s, writers explored black American culture.  The Harlem section of New York City became the center of a literary and artistic movement known as the Harlem Renaissance
John Brown's Revolt - a very aggressive abolitionist.  His attempted revolution began in Harper’s Ferry, Virginia.  When it was done people were dead, and no, the slaves around the nation did not jump up and overthrow their owners.  Found guilty in his trial, John Brown was sentenced to hang; however, he began an important revolution.
Jones, Vivian Malone - Ms. Jones was the first African-American to graduate from the University of Alabama.  Her admission to the University of Alabama led to then-Gov. Wallace's defiance of allowing African-American students access to the school.
Lord Dunmore's Proclamation - On November 7, 1775, the royal governor of Virginia issued a proclamation, which promised freedom to any slave who fought for the British.  This was a reaction to the early battles of the Revolutionary War.  The British tried to raise more soldiers to fight for their cause.  
Martin Luther King, Jr. - Martin Luther King, Jr. is probably the most well known black rights activist in the country.  He was against the segregation that had still occurred since the end of the civil war during the 1950's-1960's.  He ended up speaking in Washington D.C. and being a minister, preaching for black rights.  He was assassinated on April 4, 1968.   

Milton House (The Underground Railroad in Wisconsin) - This house was constructed by Underground Railroad conductor and Wisconsin pioneer Joseph Goodrich.  Joseph Goodrich believed in the rights of humans and got involved in the Underground Railroad to help achieve those rights. 
Milwaukee NAACP Youth League - held a series of daily marches for open housing in 1967. Their main target was what they saw as the bastion of housing discrimination - the South Side of Milwaukee. 
Mississippi Civil Rights Movement 1955-1970 - This movement sought legal enforcement of equality for black Americans that were guaranteed by the US constitution. The movement became a struggle of all Americans as women and men, blacks and whites all joined the movement.    
Muhammad Ali - Ali won the Olympic Gold Medal for boxing in 1960 in Rome months after his 18th birthday, but was far more than just a boxer.  Although Cassius returned home to a parade, Louisville was still, in 1960 part of the segregated South. Even with a medal around his neck, Cassius was refused service at a local restaurant. Malcolm X and young Cassius Clay (Ali's birth name) met and bonded on a deep level. Malcolm brought Cassius into the Nation of Islam in 1967, as the Vietnam War was escalating, Ali was called up for induction into the Armed Services. Ali refused induction on the grounds of religious beliefs. He was, in fact, a practicing Muslim minister. This refusal led to the now-famous Ali quote, "I ain’t got no quarrel with them Vietcong…" 
MUSIC (Milwaukee United School Integration Committee) - In the 1960’s, this group fought for the rights of students to have integrated schools.  MUSIC organized a series of boycotts of segregated schools, one of which lasted 35 days in the years 1964-1966.   
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) - In 1909-1910, 60 famous Americans formed the NAACP.  The purpose of  this reform organization was to help secure legal equality throughout the U.S.  This organization is still a force in America. 
Nat Turner's Rebellion - In August of 1831, Nat Turner led a group of slaves in a plan to kill all of the plantation families in their county.  Almost 60 whites were killed in this rebellion.  This slave rebellion was put down, and Nat Turner was executed on November 11, 1831. 
Plessy vs. Ferguson - in 1896 was a landmark Supreme Court Decision, which stated that segregation was legal, more importantly; “separate-but-equal” laws were legal.  This interaction between hostile factions or persons would set precedence for racial discrimination for a long time.   
Sally Hemings - Members of Sally Hemings, an African American, take a stand for their rightful heritage in the Thomas Jefferson family. 
Underground Railroad - a network of people who arranged transportation and hiding places for fugitives, or escaped slaves.  This was a reform movement in slavery. 
Washington, Booker T. - One of the most important black reformers of the mid to late 19th Century was Booker T. Washington.  He wanted blacks to become skillful farmers, mechanics, and industrial workers.  He started the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama in the year 1881. There he could put his ideas into practice. 
Wheatley, - A Boston family who bought her as a slave in 1761 educated Phyllis Wheatley.  This African American reformer had her works published.  In 1773, she was given her freedom.

Civil Rights & Human Rights 
ACLU and the Defense of Liberty - American Civil Liberties Union was and is a major organization that promotes of the rights of all citizens.  
Amnesty International - an organization that fights for the human rights of people. Its vision is a world in which people enjoy all the human rights in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, focusing on preventing and ending grave abuses.  Amnesty International is one of the leaders in the exploration of human rights. (World) 
Attucks, Crispus - An escaped slave turned sailor living in Massachusetts. He was the first of five men to die in the misnamed Boston Massacre. 
Brown vs. Board of Education - During the early 1950's, racial segregation in public schools was the norm across America. Although all the schools were suppose to be "separate but equal," the white schools far exceeded the level of the black schools. 
Chinese Exclusion Action – In 1882, Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, which basically forbade further Chinese immigration. This act was an exploration into legal ethnic discrimination. 
Civil Liberties of Wisconsinites and National Security - During the WWI, German Americans, especially those living in Wisconsin at the time, had to encounter prejudice and discrimination.  For example, the German language was removed from some Wisconsin schools during this time period. 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 - This act made racial discrimination in public places, such as theaters, restaurants and hotels, illegal. It also required employers to provide equal employment opportunities. 
Civil Rights Movement - In the summer of 1964, these three Civil Rights supporters (Chaney, Goodman, and Swerner) will be killed in the South.  This is an integral part of the Civil Rights Movement. All eyes turned to Mississippi to watch the Mississippi Burning Trial, which greatly affected the Civil Rights  Movement (Medgar Evers).  Many innocent people were killed. 
Dorothea Dix - one of the earliest reformers of the prison system.  Dix’s reform efforts extended across the nations, and 100 state hospitals, where mentally ill people could receive professional help, were set up. 
Equal Rights Association - the American Equal Rights Association (AERA) was formed to "secure Equal Rights to all American citizens, especially the right of suffrage, irrespective of race, color, or sex." 
Equal Rights Amendment (E.R.A.) - In 1972, Congress passed an Equal Rights Amendment, and then it was passed to the states for ratification.  Eventually, three-fourths of the states did not pass it; however, E.R.A. involves the rights of women and the responsibility of federal, state, and local governments 
Fries’s Rebellion – Fries’s Rebellion took place in a heavily German area of Pennsylvania.  In 1799 Revolutionary War veteran John Fries led a group of angry Pennsylvania’s to protest and disrupt the collection of 1798 federal tax on land, houses, and other property. 
Father Groppi - most famous civil rights leader of Milwaukee during the 1960’s.  He was well known for his compassion toward the African-American community.  He faced many difficulties in his struggle in the Civil Rights Movement.  This is a great state topic with national connections. 
F.H.A.& H.U.D. - Federal Housing Administration (F.H.A.) and Housing and Urban Development (H.U.D.) have played a major role in housing throughout the 20th Century. 
Freedom Rides -  SNCC members rode buses through the deep southern states where discrimination and segregation were most prominent promoting the desegregation of public transportation throughout the south.  They were met with violence and discrimination.  
Gandhi, Mohandas – His philosophy of non-violence and his passion for independence began a drive for freedom that doomed colonialism. (World) 
Garvey, Marcus - A native of Jamaica, Garvey led a movement in the 1920’s and 1930’s that led many African Americans to move back to Africa.  Garvey encountered opposition from both blacks and whites in the 1920’s and 1930’s for his ideas and beliefs.
General Vang Pao-The Hmong Army's leader helped to rescue downed American pilots and launched raids against the Communist Laotians. After the Vietnam War, General Pao helped the Hmong assimilate into American culture and made great strides in educating men to value women.     
Japanese Internment Camps - Japanese-Americans were placed in internment camps as a reaction to the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor.  Executive order 9066 ordered all persons of Japanese ancestry living on the west coast to be held in internment camps, without trial or hearing.  120,000 people were forced from their homes in these internment camps and they were held there for a number of years. 
Jones, Vivian Malone - Ms. Jones was the first African-American to graduate from the University of Alabama.  Her admission to the University of Alabama led to then-Gov. Wallace's defiance of allowing African-American students access to the school. 
Ku Klux Klan - The Klan was first introduced after the Civil War when southern whites targeted black slaves set free.  The Klan then gained large support during the 1920s and the 1960s. 
Little Rock - On September 4, 1957, Governor Orval Faubus defied the court, calling in the Arkansas National Guard to prevent nine African American students--"The Little Rock Nine"--from entering the building.  In the end President Eisenhower dispatched the 101st Airborne Division paratroopers to Little Rock in order to protect those nine. 
Meir, Golda - This woman from Wisconsin ranks as one of the 20th century’s most important world leaders.  She first lived in Milwaukee, and then she devoted her life to reforming the world and eliminating prejudice.  She and her husband moved to Palestine and helped organize the government of Israel.  She was ambassador to the Soviet Union, and in 1969, she made history when she became the first woman to win election as a nation’s prime minister. 
Nat Turner - Nat Turner was the leader of a revolt that he believed would cause a massive slave uprising.  Instead only a few slaves joined his rebellion. The state militia quickly covered Turner's rebellion.  In response to Turner's actions a hundred innocent slaves were killed.  
Northern Wisconsin and/or Stop Treaty Abuse (STA) & Dean Christ - Stop Treaty Abuse involves the rights and responsibilities of both Native Americans, non-native Americans, and the federal government.  This highly controversial topic has many primary sources available because STA is primarily a Wisconsin group.  The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled that the Chippewa Treaty provided the right for Chippewa Indians to spearfish.    
Olympic Project for Human Rights - Tommie Smith and John Carlos, teammates at San Jose State College, were stirred by the suggestion of a young sociologist friend who asked them and all the other black American athletes to join together and boycott the games. The protest, it was hoped, would bring attention to the fact that America's civil rights movement had not gone far enough to eliminate the injustices black Americans were facing. The Olympic Project for Human Rights (OPHR), gained support from several world-class athletes and civil rights leaders but the all-out boycott never materialized. 
Rosa Parks - The story of a woman that challenged the social norms and governmental laws that restricted so many, just by sitting down.  For this she has been called the "mother of civil rights." 
Shay’s Rebellion – In 1785 and 1786, with the economic depression continuing, matters came to a head in western Massachusetts, when indebted farmers began to protest loudly against their creditors, state tax officials and the courts.    
Tinker, John: Protesting the Vietnam War – John Tinker was a high school student in Des Moines, Iowa who wore a black armband to school to protest the Vietnam War. He encountered much opposition from students, parents and the school. 
Civil War Topics 
African Americans in the Civil War - Near the end of the war, African-Americans entered the Union Army to fight against the South.  Students could investigate the prejudice they encountered.  A notable topic would be the 54th Massachusetts regiment of “Glory” fame.   
Andersonville Prison – Officially named Camp Sumter, the most notorious Civil War stockade was hastily constructed in early 1864 near the town of Andersonville in southwest Georgia.  The number of Union soldiers held near Richmond had swelled with the breakdown of prisoner exchange agreements, posing a threat to the Confederate capital’s security and taxing Virginia’s already limited resources.
Battle of Antietam-The Union stalled a Confederate invasion aimed at capturing Washington, DC., which gave Lincoln an excuse to issue his Gettysburg Address
Battle of Fort Pillow – “The river was dyed with the blood of the slaughtered for 200 yards,” Nathan Bedford Forrest reported after the battle of Fort Pillow. “It is hoped that these facts will demonstrate to the Northern people that Negro soldiers cannot cope with Southerners.” One of the largest engagements between black soldiers and Confederate troops during the Civil War continues to engender controversy today. 
Battle of Gettysburg – This three-day victory for the North remains the epitome of the bloody tragedy that was the Civil War. The battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, effectively ended the second, and final, Confederate invasion of the North. 
Battle of New Orleans – David Farragut’s impressive April 1862 Naval victory placed the Confederacy’s largest city and most vital port in the hands of the Union. A hundred miles above the mouth of the Mississippi, New Orleans was the gateway to the great river into the entire Deep South, and its capture could almost divide in two. Military actions elsewhere left the city itself lightly defended, dependent on the protection of Forts Jackson and St. Phillip, which guarded the river approach 75 miles downstream. But the garrisons were heavily fortified and a barricade of hulks in the water stalled vessels right in front of their heavy guns. 
Battle of Shiloh – Essentially a tactical draw, this bloodiest engagement of the war to date came to be recognized as an important Union victory, although commanding general Ulysses S. Grant received much criticism for his efforts. IN the North, it was initially referred to as the Battle of Pittsburg Landing, after the Tennessee River embankment the Union forces were defending, but both sides came to call the battle by the name of a small Methodist log meetinghouse near where some of the fiercest fighting occurred–a church known as Shiloh, from the Hebrew word for “Place of Peace.” 
The Campaign and Battle of Antietam – Determined to build upon the Confederate victory at Second Bull Run, General Robert E. Lee invaded the North through western Maryland, only to lose a decisive battle during the single bloodiest day of the Civil War. Combined Confederate and Union losses totaled more than 27,000 in just 12 hours of battle. 
Clem, John – John Clem ran away from home in early 1861 at the age of 9. He attempted to join up with an army regiment that rode through his Ohio town. Turned away, he tagged along after another unit and became its self-appointed drummer boy. Captured once and wounded twice, Clem continued to serve in the army for the remainder of the war, rising to the rank of lance sergeant though he was not 14 by the war’s end. He tried to get into West Point, but was rejected for lacking a formal primary education. After a direct appeal to President Grant, he was given a commission as second lieutenant of a unit of black soldiers. Clem made the military his career, retiring as a major general shortly before World War I. 
Conscription and the Draft in the Civil War - The Civil War brought about the Conscription Act and the national draft of men into the military.  Students could investigate the various encounters and exchanges between soldiers and their draft experience as well as draft resistance in Wisconsin and infamously in New York City.   
Copperheads – The antiwar Peace Democrats, also known as Copperheads, posed a nagging political challenge to Abraham Lincoln throughout the war. Although they received the nickname from their opponents, who likened them to venomous snakes, the Copperheads apparently enjoyed the sobriquet and took to wearing copper Indian Head pennies on their lapels. They emerged after the secession crisis of 1860 when the Democratic part split into two factions: the War Democrats– who backed the war effort if not Lincoln’s politics– and the Peace Democrats who would accept an independent Confederacy and were fiercely anti-Republican. 
Davis, Jefferson Finis – Jefferson Finis Davis– cantankerous, in frail health and reluctant to take on the job- became the provisional president of the Confederate States of America on February 18, 1861. Davis faced challenges so great that most likely even a brilliant military strategist and master politician could not have met them – and Davis was neither. His wide experience in public affairs and the military, as well ass his deep, sincere devotion to the southern cause, made him the most eligible presidential candidate in a field populated by either radical firebrands or inexperienced politicians when the new nation was born. But he was ill suited to the position. 
Davis, Varina Howell – The confederacy’s only first lady was a woman of wit and intelligence. Like her Union counterpart, Mary Lincoln, she was frequently the object of public criticism. 
Desertion – Although totals are difficult to calculate, both the Union and Confederate armies were plagued by desertions during the Civil War. Neither side needed precise statistics to recognize that military strength was sapped and morale damaged by troops abandoning their posts. 
Douglas, Stephen Arnold – In his desire to expand the size and power of the United States, this Illinois senator instead divided the country down the middle. Of the legislation passed in the decade preceding the Civil War, none so completely undermined the chances of compromise between the North and South as the Kansas-Nebraska Act introduced by Douglas in 1854. A democrat, friendly to the South but hardly an avid proslavery advocate, Douglas’ interest lay in putting an end to the long argument by pleasing both sides of the slavery issue, an apparently impossible task. 
Dred Scott Decision – By declaring the Missouri Compromise unconstitutional and denying slaves the right to U.S. citizenship, this Supreme Court decision solidified antislavery sentiment in the North and deepened the rift between North and South. 
Early, Jubal Anderson – Hunched with arthritis, unkempt, feisty, abrasive, and sacrilegious, with a stinging wit and a taste for liquor, “Old Jube,” as he was affectionately called by his troops, was an unforgettable character and one of the South’s favorite and ablest generals. 
Election of 1860 – Pre-war tension between North and South–mounting for decades– reached its peak in the spring of 1860. A bitter presidential nomination process, a hard-fought campaign, and a decisive Republican and Northern victory ultimately pushed the nation into civil war. 
Election of 1864 – The first time any nation held a free election in the middle of a civil war, this presidential campaign, almost a referendum on continuing the armed struggle, would determine the conflict’s outcome. 
Emancipation Proclamation – Considered by Abraham Lincoln “the central act of my administration,” the Emancipation Proclamation may not have actually freed any slaves, but it changed the entire character of the Civil War. 
Family Life in the Civil War – The first and perhaps most obvious impact of the Civil War on family life in America was felt when beloved fathers, sons and brothers enlisted in the army of their choice, be it South or North. The loss of a principle breadwinner was a difficult burden to bear, especially for the middle class, where the women of the household might not have had the experience of having to provide for the family as their working-class sisters had been doing for many a year. In what could arguably be seen as the beginning of feminist consciousness in America, women started to see just what they were capable of when everyday life was turned upside-down by the onset of war. In this era before widespread industrialization and expansion of metropolitan centers, having the men folk off in the army meant increased difficulties at planting and harvest time. In families where the women were extremely sheltered, the adjustment to doing nearly everything for themselves was a sincere trauma, in addition to the emotional burden of worrying over the absent loved one. 
Foote, Henry Stuart – A small man with a loud voice and abrasive personality, Foote was a persistent thorn in Jefferson Davis’ side for many years. Foote was elected to serve in the Confederate Congress from 1861 to 1865, where he opposed nearly every move Davis made during the war. 
Forrest, Nathan Bedford – Rising from private to lieutenant general, Forrest became the Confederacy’s most feared cavalry commander, and in the estimation of his foe William T. Sherman, “the most remarkable man our Civil War produced on either side.” 
Fort Donelson – In order to take control of Kentucky and western Tennessee, Union commander Ulysses S. Grant devised a plan to capture Fort Donelson, a Confederate garrison located 12 miles east of Fort Henry, which had fallen into Union hands a few days before. Grant knew For Donelson would not be easy to take; it was manned by a force equal to his own, about 17,000 men. It was, however, commanded by two men for whom the general had little respect: Brigadier General John B. Floyd and Major General Gideon J. Pillow. 
Fremont, John Charles – As a Union general, Fremont’s major Civil War contribution was more political than military when he focused Union attention on the role emancipation should play in the North’s war policy. 
Garrison, William Lloyd – Regarded as the conscience of the American abolition movement, Garrison started a moral crusade against the “peculiar institution of slavery” as early as 1831 and continued it throughout the war. Although personally mild in temperament, he took strident, often radical tone in the hundreds of speeches he made with his New England Anti-Slavery Society and in the pages of his abolitionist newspaper, the Liberator. 
Gettysburg
Gorgas, Josiah – Overcoming woefully limited resources, the Confederacy’s chief of ordinance did a masterful job of arming the South during the war. 
Greeley, Horace – Despite his often eccentric and inconsistent views, the editor of the New York Tribune was an influential opinion-maker throughout the Civil War era. Greeley was born in poverty in New England and moved to New York after learning the printing trade. IN 1841, he founded the Tribune, which after its Whig origins became an early Republican standard bearer. Thanks to its expert staff and Greeley’s provocative editorials, in less than a decade, the Tribune became the nation’s most powerful and widely read newspaper. 
Jackson, Thomas Jonathon “Stonewall” – Remarkable bravery, precise attention to military detail, and the ability to engender loyalty and inspired devoted service from his men combined to make Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson an irreplaceable member of the Confederate army. Known for his deep religious convictions, his exemplary personal habits (he never smoked or drank), and his unrelenting insistence on strict discipline within his ranks, Jackson nevertheless was one of the army’s most popular leaders. He also appeared to possess a kind of second sight during battle. Able to disappear from enemy view–sometimes accompanied by more than 15,000 men–he would then turn up just in time to attack his enemy’s weakest point. 
Lee, Robert Edward – “His name might be ‘Audacity,’” remarked a Southern colleague of Robert E. Lee. “He will take more chances and take them quicker, than any other general in this country, North or South.” Facing an army larger and better equipped than his own, Lee was able to fashion, through sheer nerve and finesse, as well as dogged determination, several great victories for the Confederacy until forced to surrender at Appomattox. Indeed, his remarkable military skills as commander of the Army of Northern Virginia and as general-in-chief of the Confederate army kept the Confederacy fighting long after it had lost any chance to win the war. 
Lincoln, Abraham – The mythic proportions to which the sixteenth United States President have risen are, by and large, well deserved. Lincoln’s intelligence, personal integrity, and moral courage saw the country through its most difficult challenge, the Civil War. His Emancipation Proclamation of 1863, although passed with a careful eye to its political consequences, was an act of humanity and vision not yet experience in American History. A gentle, reflective man, but once prone to self-doubt and depression, Lincoln nevertheless prosecuted the war with remarkable aggressiveness and with a surprisingly tenacious will to win. 
Lincoln, Mary Todd – Mary Lincoln, the devoted wife of the nation’s sixteenth president, was a deeply disturbed woman throughout most of her marriage to Abraham Lincoln. The daughter of a wealthy Lexington, Kentucky, banker, Mary grew up to become a socially ambitious woman. In 1839, at the age of 21, she moved to Springfield, Illinois, to live with a married sister. Mary Todd was one of the most popular young women in the political circles, to which her sister’s father-in-law, Governor Ninian Edwards, belonged. 
Longstreet, James – “Old Pete” to his troops, the man Robert E. Lee called “My old war horse” may have been ineffectual in independent command, but despite the opinion of his detractors, he was a superb corps leader. Longstreet grew up in the Deep South and graduated near the bottom of his class at West Point. Serving in the Mexican War on the frontier, he became an army paymaster, and when he resigned from the U.S. military in June 1861, he hoped for a similar administrative post in the Confederacy. Instead, Longstreet, a master at field fortifications, was given command of a brigade, and after a solid showing at First Bull Run, he was promoted to Major General. 
McClellan, George Brinton – “Just don’t let them hurry me” may well have been the motto of the General hailed as the “Young Napoleon” at the beginning of the Civil War. Unwilling to take an aggressive approach and lead his men into battle, McClellan missed several opportunities to crush the enemy in the early stages of the war. 
Prisoner Exchange - During the Civil War, both the North and the South made exchange of prisoners of war.  A formal exchange system was not arranged at the start of the Civil War.  The system was bogged down by paperwork and each side found reason to interrupt exchanges from time to time, and it worked reasonably well until it broke down in the summer of 1863. 
Scott, Winfield – Having already served as the country’s general-in-chief for two decades, America’s preeminent military figure – perhaps the most celebrated since George Washington – was nearly 75 when he commanded the Union armies at the start of the Civil War. By that time, Scott, a Virginia native who refused to join the Confederacy, was clearing nearing the end of his brilliant career. 
Seven Days Campaign – Putting an end to the Union’s first attempt to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond, Robert E. Lee’s campaign of deception was a devastating defeat for the Union army. Although the Union technically won almost all seven of the battles fought during the last week of June 1862, the army found itself pushed back all the way to Harrison’s Landing, largely because of Union Major General George B. McClellan’s fear and indecision. 
Stephens, Alexander Hamilton – “Our new government is founded on the opposite idea of the equality of the races…” the new Confederate vice-president announced as he took his oath of office on February 18, 1861. “Its corner stone rests upon the great truth that the Negro is not equal to the white man. This…government is the first in the history of the world, based upon this great physical and moral truth.” A long-standing and vociferous proponent of the institution of slavery, Alexander Stephens was equally committed to the idea of Union, thereby making him odd choice for the Confederacy’s second highest office. 
U.S. Army and Department of the Potomac – The North’s most famous army in the Civil War lost more men, proportionately, than any army before or since. Nevertheless, it emerged victorious after Appomattox and its service to the United Sates reached legendary status almost immediately. 
Van Lew, Elizabeth – The first Union flag to wave over Richmond in four years was raised in 1865 by this famous and effective Union spy, Elizabeth Van Lew. Born into a prominent Richmond family, Elizabeth Van Lew returned from her schooling in Philadelphia as an adamant abolitionist determined to fight slavery in the bastion of the South. “Slave power,” she wrote in her diary, “ is arrogant, is jealous and intrusive, is cruel, [and] is despotic.” Outspoken and rebellious, she appeared to her neighbors to be more than a little eccentric and soon became known as “Crazy Bet.” 
Wirz, Henry – Commander of the Confederacy’s infamous Andersonville Prison, he became the only Civil War figure executed after its conclusion for war crimes. The Swiss-German immigrant came to the United States in 1849 and practiced medicine in Louisiana. 
Women in Uniform – In the last few years, historians have become more and more aware of what was previously thought to be a limited phenomenon in the Civil War: the incidence of women disguising themselves as men an enlisting in the army, for any number of reasons. 
Environment 
Earth Day - In 1970, Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson founds Earth Day, which promotes environmental responsibility for our world.  People have come out each year to celebrate Earth Day and demonstrate for a healthy, sustainable environment. 
  

Environmental Rights: Logging Our State's Forests - Logging was an important part of Wisconsin history.  The interests of loggers and these environmentalists have clashed both nationally and in Wisconsin.   
  

John Muir & the Sierra Club - A dedicated environmentalist named John Muir helped establish the Sierra Club in 1892.  The group is established to reform our country in regards to environmental causes.  The group’s goals are to explore, enjoy, and preserve the natural environment.  Although born in Scotland, Muir immigrated into Wisconsin in 1849.  He truly was the Wisconsin leader of rights and responsibilities in conservation.   
  

Leopold, Aldo - moved to Wisconsin in the early 1920’s.  He became a professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  In his famous book, A Sand County Almanac, Leopold described how our country needed a “land ethic” or moral rules governing how people treat the environment.  He truly was a reformer in the field of the environment. 
  

Lumber Barons of Wisconsin - A surprisingly outspoken lumberman wrote in 1876 that the lumber barons were "not only burning the candle at both ends . . . but cutting it in two, and setting [a] match to the four ends to enable them to double the process of exhaustion." The economic importance of the lumber industry and the reaction and response to the northern land once the timber supply was depleted can be explored. 
  

National Parks & Teddy Roosevelt – President Teddy Roosevelt created the National Park System in  the early 20th Century.  Environmental rights and governmental responsibility in protecting the environment should be researched.   
  

Henry Nehrling - he was a Wisconsin school teacher and naturalist who went to Florida and started Florida's first experimental botanical garden. He was friends with Thomas Edison. He used racks like they use for ginseng for shade for his plants. 
  

Physical Geology - Geology provides an interesting encounter of the physical forces of nature.  Geology talks about the nature of the Earth, development of its superficial features, and the results of the interaction of chemical, physical, and biological factors on the planet. 
  

Silent Spring  & Rachel Carlson (1962) - This important piece of literature deals with pesticide problems and the impact/change in the environment.  The responsibility for our environment is a very important part of our past, present, and future.  It was one of the first books that inspired the environmental movement.   
  

Trees for Tomorrow - Between 1860 and 1900, lumbermen cut down most of the huge trees in northern Wisconsin.  Trees for Tomorrow are an organization, which helps Wisconsinites preserve forests and respect our environment.  This organization was started in 1944. 
  

Wisconsin State Parks - Various schools, post offices, and other public buildings, as well as improvements to our park and state forests and sewer and filtration systems are a few examples of places to examine. 
Exploration 
Boone, Daniel - A true pioneer, was responsible for the exploration and settlement of Kentucky. 
Bradford, William - This early Pilgrim governor of Massachusetts led the exploration of this colony and also led the encounter with the Native Americans. 
California Gold Rush - In January of 1848, gold was found at Sutters Mill. The rush began with the immigration of the 48ers and eventually the 49ers. 
Fur Trade - The fur trade began with whites trading furs with the Native Americans.  The fur traders helped explore and map out parts of the American frontier.  As whites traded they began moving across America.  
Jamestown - June 1606, King James the first granted a charter to a group of Condon entrepreneurs, the Virginia Company.  To establish a satellite English settlement in Chesapeake region was what this charter was for. 
Lewis and Clark - National History Day highly recommends this topic.  President Thomas Jefferson commissioned this exploration of the Louisiana Territory, the unexplored West.  Lewis and Clark encountered Native Americans, and they exchanged many things with each other.   
Marquette and Joliet – Father Jacques Marquette, a missionary priest, and Louis Joliet, a French explorer, led the first expedition down the Mississippi River in 1673.  
Mormon Encounter with the West – The Mormons led the exploration and settlement of the West, specifically the state of Utah.  
Space - In the past 50 years, human beings have made remarkable advances in the areas of space exploration.  Discuss these advances including the NASA program and the Hubble Telescope as well as the various discoveries of the universe that were made as a result of this exploration.
The West-from the early 1800s to the 1920s, the West was a symbolic saving grace. If you failed in the East, you could make yourself anew in the West. Farmers, needing a lot of land, took their cattle out West to graze. Railroads connected the USA sea to shining sea. Miners and prospectors looked to strike it rich. Hollywood and Silicon Valley were established in California. Mexicans, Blacks, Asians, and Whites all settled the West and lived in peace for the most part.
Zebulon Pike - most famous for his exploration of the Rocky Mountains, namely Pike’s Peak. In 1805 he commanded a 20-men exploring party with orders to discover the headwaters of the Mississippi and to negotiate peace treaties with Indian tribes.

Hmong Topics 
Different Hmong Clans - Like everybody, the Hmong have last names. Their last names are their clan. There are twelve different clan names. Certain clans are related, like the Thao’s are related to the Khang’s and Kue’s. (World)  
 

General Vang Pao-The Hmong Army's leader helped to rescue downed American pilots and launched raids against the Communist Laotians. After the Vietnam War, General Pao helped the Hmong assimilate into American culture and made great strides in educating men to value women.
 

Hmong Migration to Central Wisconsin - The relationships between the Hmong of Laos and the people of Central  Wisconsin provide an interesting story of two cultures meeting. 
Hmong Religion –  Ua Dab is a Hmong Religion, which is based on a spirit world. Followers of this religion believe in phenomena such as dreams, hallucinations, and death. (World)  
 

Refugee Act of 1980- Allowed Hmong refugees to come to the United States after the Secret War. It was the second wave of immigrants. 
  

Shamanism Vs. Christianity - All Hmong are part of the Shaman religion to start out with. When the Hmong immigrated to the United States, many became Christians or Catholics. Shamanism is where you do ceremonies, sacrifices of animals and you believe in spirits and ghosts. The Hmong Christians believe in God and don’t practice any part of the Shaman religion. 
  

The Secret War - During the Vietnam War, the CIA recruited the Hmong in Laos to fight with the United States against the communists. The Hmong and the Royal Lao Government were allies and had a close relationship with the U.S. It is estimated that as many as 40,000 Hmong were employed by the CIA in the Secret War in Laos at the height of the Vietnam conflict. As many as 35,000 Hmong lost their lives during the conflict and another 10,000 are still missing in action. 
  

Wat Tham Krabok - This Buddhist temple (about 80 miles north of Bangkok) was headed by an abbot, Phra Chamroon Parnchand. The abbot was sympathetic to the plight of Hmong refugees in Thailand, and word traveled to the Hmong in Ban Vinai and elsewhere that Wat Tham Krabok offered protection and another option other than repatriation to Laos and resettlement in the West. Residents from many refugee camps made their way to the monastery. By the early 1990’s, the Hmong population at Wat Tham Krabok was estimated at 30,000. (World) 
  

White Hmong and Green Hmong - Same last names and the same culture. The thing that makes them different is their language and their clothing. Their clothing has their own designs. When it comes to the language, one thing can mean another in one of the languages. (World) 
  

Yellow Rain - During the Vietnam War, and during the Cold War, the Vietnamese used Soviet chemical weapons to terrorize the Hmong. Yellow rain is a powdery, poisonous, yellow substance reported as dropping from the air to Southeast Asia. The chemical became known as yellow rain because when it would drop down, it would make the noise of rain and the chemical was an oily yellow substance. Yellow rain smelled like gunpowder and let sticky, yellow residue on trees and houses. The yellow rain caused bleeding in the nose and gums, blindness, tremors, seizures, other neurological symptoms and even death. (World) 

Immigration & Ethnic Groups 
"Bennet Law" (Educational Reform) - The history of Wisconsin's educational system is closely tied to the history of the state. Various measures were taken in response to large numbers of European immigrants. For example, the "Bennett Law," enacted in 1889, required school attendance of children seven to 14 years, provided for a fine for parents who did not comply, and required that instruction be in English.
Bureau of Indian Affairs-Founded in 1824, the Bureau has been the main part of the Federal Government that deals with the Indian Tribes. They negotiated and drew up treaties with the Tribes, recognizing them as sovereign nations, equal to the United States of America.
Chinese Immigration to California - The Chinese contributions to the early growth and wealth of California were considerable. By 1870, the Chinese made up nearly 25 percent of California's unskilled labor force.  Nevertheless, the early Chinese were stigmatized by mainstream America as undesirable and "inassimilable' aliens of inferior culture and morality.  Thus resulting that on May 6, 1882, the federal government passed the Chinese Exclusion Act.   
General Vang Pao-The Hmong Army's leader helped to rescue downed American pilots and launched raids against the Communist Laotians. After the Vietnam War, General Pao helped the Hmong assimilate into American culture and made great strides in educating men to value women. 
Immigration Acts between 1910 and 1930 - These acts began slowing down the entry to America, by setting up specific limits,  quotas, and increasing the cost to enter the United States from other European and Asian countries.  As Emanuel Celler, once said, "We were afraid of foreigners; we distrusted them; we didn't like them.” 
Immigration: The Know-Nothings - Americans react to the flood of new immigrants into the country in the 19th century by forming the Know Nothing Party.  Americans who opposed immigrants were called Nativists. 
Irish coming to America - In October 1845 the beginnings of a great disaster began, three-quarters of Ireland’s potato crop was ruined. The disaster returned in 1846 and over the next year an estimated 350,000 people died of starvation and an outbreak of typhus that ravaged a weaken population. The Irish Famine, “The Great Hunger,” stimulated a desire to emigrate and thus by the end of 1854 nearly two million people had emigrated to the United States in just ten years. 
Japanese American Concentration Camps - On February 19, 1942, Franklin D. Roosevelt ended up signing Executive Order 9066, which directed the forced evacuation of 120,000 Japanese Americans into U.S. concentration camps during World War II.  These Japanese Americans had their civil liberties restricted for 12 years. 
Kander, Lizzie Black "The Jane Adams of Milwaukee" - Lizzie Black Kander's social work among Russian and Jewish immigrants earned her the nickname "Jane Addams of Milwaukee." 
Nativism - the belief that foreigners are bad for American society.  This was an anti-Catholic and anti-foreign movement promoted by the Know-Nothings in the early to the mid-1800’s.  The Know-Nothings gained support by showing that the immigration that most Americans believed good for the U.S. was the principal cause of the rise of Catholicism. 
Polish Immigration: Encountering Difficulties - Coming to America to gain political and economic rights, numerous Polish immigrants came to America at the turn of the century due to a lack of political and economic rights in their homeland.  These immigrants faced many difficulties, but they persevered.  This ethnic group also led to the settlement of parts of the United States, and parts of Wisconsin. 

Refugee Act of 1980- Allowed Hmong refugees to come to the United States after the Secret War. It was the second wave of immigrants.
Literature, Arts, & Sports 
Black Art - The Black Arts Movement was a loose network of Black Nationalist African American artists and intellectuals during the mid-1960s to the mid-1970s.  It fundamentally changed American attitudes both toward the function and meaning of literature.  The Black Arts Movement perhaps stands as the single most controversial moment in the history of African-American literature.   
Curt Flood Case: Free Agency of Athletes – The Curt Flood case is all about the right to free agency.  How did Curt Flood’s case change the relationship between labor and management?   
Harlem Renaissance - From 1920 until about 1930 an unprecedented outburst of creative activity among African-Americans occurred in all fields of art. Beginning as a series of literary discussions in the lower Manhattan (Greenwich Village) and upper Manhattan (Harlem) sections of New York City, this African-American cultural movement became known as "The New Negro Movement" and later as the Harlem Renaissance. 
Jackie Robinson – Jackie Robinson was one of the leaders in breaking the color barrier in the baseball’s major league.  His fight for his right to play a professional sport is an important part of our nation’s history.  Furthermore, Jackie Robinson also fought alongside other famous blacks during the fight for Civil Rights.  
Jacob Riis - Jacob Riis revealed poor living conditions and health problems of the poor in tenement housing in the urban areas through photographs.  Through his work, the rights of tenants were examined.   His books helped the movement to reform housing.   What responsibilities go along with  artistic expression?   
Muhammad Ali - Ali won the Olympic Gold Medal for boxing in 1960 in Rome months after his 18th birthday, but was far more than just a boxer.  Although Cassius returned home to a parade, Louisville was still, in 1960 part of the segregated South. Even with a medal around his neck, Cassius was refused service at a local restaurant. Malcolm X and young Cassius Clay (Ali's birth name) met and bonded on a deep level. Malcolm brought Cassius into the Nation of Islam in 1967, as the Vietnam War was escalating, Ali was called up for induction into the Armed Services. Ali refused induction on the grounds of religious beliefs. He was, in fact, a practicing Muslim minister. This refusal led to the now-famous Ali quote, "I ain’t got no quarrel with them Vietcong…" 
Owens, James Cleveland “Jesse” – James Cleveland "Jesse" Owens was an extremely popular American athlete and civic leader. He participated in the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin, Germany where he achieved international fame by winning four gold medals; one each in the 100 meter dash, the 200 meter dash, the long jump, and for being part of the 4x100 meter relay team. 
Suppression of the Movie “Salt of the Earth” – “Salt of the Earth” was a movie about labor rights in New Mexico?  During Joe McCarthy’s communist scare, the movie was suppressed.  Local UW-Marathon County professor Jim Lorence investigated this important topic. 
WPA Art Project - Franklin Roosevelt established the WPA to create jobs during the Great Depression as part of the relief program known collectively as the "New Deal." The Public Works of Art project of the WPA employed 50 talented Minnesotan artists who produced hundreds of images of their own state.

Labor Movements & Workers’ Rights 
Development of OSHA - The Occupational, Safety, Health Act (OSHA) of 1970 provided for employee rights in the workplace and demanded that safety standards be maintained, with federal regulation ensure enforcement. 
Farmer-Labor Movement - Minnesota's Farmer-Labor Party, a coalition of reformers and radicals, flourished during the years between the world wars. In 1944, the Farmer Labor Party merged with the Democratic Party, producing the D.F.L. party that is still strongly engaged in Minnesota politics.  
Farmer Protests (F.F.O.) in Marathon Country - Marathon County has one of the largest percentages of farmers in the state of Wisconsin.  The National Farmers’ Organization (N.F.O.) was and still is a reform group found in Marathon County. 
Great Railroad Strike of 1877- In 1877, one of the nation’s largest railroad strikes occurred.  This topic involves an analysis of the railroad workers’ rights and the railroad companies’ responsibilities.  
Growth and Change in the Teamster’s Union and its Responsibility to its Members -  Since the first unions were formed in this country in the mid to late 19th   Century; the labor movement has seen tremendous changes.  The Teamster’s Union’s responsibility to its members has also changed since this union’s beginnings. 

Haymarket Riot - In 1886, many workers went on strikers to support an eight-hour workday. Policemen killed two strikers and the following night, police went to Haymarket Square to break up the protesters.  A riot broke out, and when this revolution was done 60 policemen were wounded, and 8 were dead. 
Homestead Strike: Reaction to Labor Unrest - The Homestead Strike, which occurred in 1892, was a strong reaction to problems in a steel factory near Pittsburgh, PA. 
Labor Unions - Labor Unions continue to play an important role in American life today.  The first labor unions were developed as a reaction and as a revolution in the workplace.  Fighting for better wages, shorter work hours, and better working conditions, etc. labor unions are also constantly reforming the lives of millions of people in our country and worldwide. 
Oshkosh Woodworkers’ Strike of 1898 - In 1898, Oshkosh Woodworkers struck.  Much state attention was drawn to Oshkosh.  These workers struck to demand better working conditions. In opposition, the workers and the employers encountered each other.  
Seattle General Strike – The General Strike in Seattle lasted from January 21 until February 11, 1919 and triggered a national hysteria that was later termed the “Red Scare.”  The year 1919, following the end of World War 1 the previous November, would see widespread labor unrest in the United States. 
Teamsters Strike of 1934 - Industrialization and the Great Depression hit the working class of Minneapolis hard in the 1930s. In 1934, the anger of Minneapolis workers crystallized into a rebellion embodied by the truck drivers' strike of 1934. In this protracted struggle, four people died and 200 were injured. As a result   of the strike, the revolutionary workers of Minneapolis found the solidarity and courage they needed to demand their rights on the job.   
Smith-Lever Act (1914) – On May 8, 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed the federal Smith-Lever Act, establishing the Cooperative Extension Service, an agency dedicated to providing educational programs for rural people not attending college.  It was the culmination of a broad movement advocating the use of education and science to improve agriculture and rural life. 
Triangle Shirtwaist Fire - In 1911, over one hundred people (mostly women) were killed when the factory that they worked in caught on fire. Poor working conditions caused the high number of deaths. This fire lead to improved safety conditions for workers.  
The Pullman Strike – George Pullman had established the Pullman Palace Car Company in Pullman, IL. Workers there had to pay higher rents and higher utility costs than those workers in nearby towns. On May 11, 1894, workers protested wage cuts and went on strike. The government supported the Pullman Company in this strike. 
Unemployment Compensation Law - In 1921, Henry Huber wrote an unemployment compensation bill. Johnson Wax of Racine, WI had already setup a similar unemployment compensation program for its company.  In 1930, an unemployment compensation law was passed.  Wisconsin became the first state to have income insurance for unemployed workers.  Since 1930, millions of dollars have been paid to jobless workers in our state. 
Uriah Stephens and/or the Knights of Labor - Uriah Stephens, a reformer, began one of the first unions, the Knights of Labor.  This labor union built a network of local assemblies.  It also brought blacks and other racial groups in.  This reform of working conditions was essential to the growth of other unions in America. 
Wisconsin Labor Movement - Movement started before statehood. The bricklayer’s union was in Milwaukee as early as 1847. Labor force reckoned with during the “Bay View Riots.” 
Woodworkers’ Strike & Thomas Kidd’s Trial of Oshkosh - This encounter in the 1890s involved unions and business owners.  Factory workers in Oshkosh were unhappy with their wages and working  hours. Some factories even hired children.  Thomas Kidd, a union official from the National Woodworkers’ Union, came to Oshkosh to help the strikers. Samuel Gompers of the American Federation of Labor also came to Oshkosh during this strike.   
Workers' Compensation Law of Wisconsin (First in the Nation) - The 1911 session of the Wisconsin legislature was one of the most important in the state's history - passing the nation's first workers compensation law as well as other major reforms.
Military 
Aroostook War - The Aroostook War, also called the Pork and Beans War, the Lumberjack's War, or the Northeastern Boundary Dispute, was an undeclared conflict that had no bloodshed and occurred in the winter of 1838 and early spring of 1839. (World) 
100 Years War - A conflict the lasted on and off  for a hundred years in western Europe.  Analyze the English claim to the French owned land.  See how English king Edward III leads the English to early victory.  Look at Saint Joan of Arc's quest to unite the French people against the English. (World) 
"Ace Pilots" in the Korean War - 40 American pilots achieved the status of “ace” in Korea. These Americans were outnumbered and flew inferior aircraft. 
Aguinaldo, Emilio & Rebellion in the Philippines - The Spanish-American War ended roughly four months after it began in 1898.  Unfortunately, the Philippines were left out of the peace treaty when the war ended.  A Filipino patriot, Emilio Aguinaldo, led a rebellion.  Peace came to the Philippines when he was captured in 1901.  He then took an oath of loyalty to the U.S., and his people put an end to this three-year rebellion. 
Anti-Vietnam War Protest - The anti-war revolution was strong in Marathon County, as well as many other parts of Wisconsin.  Too often the very large demonstrations that occurred in Washington D.C. get all of the attention.  Local demonstrations were a major part of this movement. 
Battle of the Alamo - In February of 1836, 189 Texans were held up in a small mission in San Antonio.  Here the Texas revolution began.  The Mexican soldiers under General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna attacked the mission aggressively and did not stop until all Texans were killed. 
Battle of the Chesapeake - An important naval battle between the British and French, it was also the only sizeable defeat for the Royal Navy during the 18th and 19th centuries. The French victory prevented the Royal Navy from re-supplying Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown.  As a result, General Cornwallis surrendered after the Battle of Yorktown and Great Britain later recognized the independence of the United States. 
Battle of Tippecanoe - This battle on November 7, 1811 is important because it shows the reasons why Native Americans would rebel against the American government.  Much focus should be on how the Native Americans were treated. 
Battle of the Little Bighorn – The Battle of the Little Bighorn, popularly called “Custer’s Last Stand,” was the most disastrous defeat inflicted upon the U.S. Army during the Indian Wars.  In this battle Sioux and Cheyenne warriors overwhelmed Custer’s regiment, killing him and all 215 of his troops.  
The Bridge at No Gun Ri – In the summer of 1950, U.S. military forces opened fire on a group of South Korean refugees at a railroad trestle near the village of No Gun Ri. Survivors said hundreds died, mostly women and children. Retreating U.S. commanders had issued orders to shoot approaching civilians to guard against North Korean infiltrations among refugee columns.
Battle of Yorktown - This was a victory for American and French forces over a British army commanded by General Cornwallis. Cornwallis' surrender forced the British government to recognize the independence of the United States.
Battle of the Bulge-called the "Miracle of the West", Hitler's last offensive came into being on December 16, 1944, and ended January 28, 1945. It took place in the Ardennes Forest in Belgium, near a town called Bastogne. American General Anthony McAuliffe, refusing to surrender, offered his famous "Nuts!" reply. The Americans forces held in the town until General George Patton attacked and turned the tide of battle.
Battle of Saratoga-The battle that turned the tide of the Revolutionary War, the Battle of Saratoga was planned by General Gates and ruthlessly carried out by General Benedict Arnold. Though outmanned and outgunned, the American forces captured General John Burgoyne. The French and Dutch declared war on His Majesty the King's (England's) Empire. The Dutch gave Americans loans, while the French, under Lafayette, attacked the British Navy and helped capture General Cornwallis at Yorktown.
Cuban Missile Crisis - The United States invaded Cuba because of a conflict over missiles in Cuba in the early 1960s.  The Bay of Pigs operation faced many difficulties from the very beginning.  
The Bonus Army - formed during the Great Depression, when veterans marched on Washington and demanded that they be paid their wartime bonus immediately.  This involved a group of citizens and our federal government. 
Boston Massacre - On March 5, 1770, the first bloodshed was shed between the colonists and the British.  This was a true example of rebellion.  The rebellion showed the British that the colonists were willing to die for their beliefs. 
Churchill, Winston – The master statesman stood alone against fascism and renewed the world’s faith in the superiority of democracy. (World)  
Civil War - The Civil War was an epic period in the growing United States' history.  Family were spilt apart to face each other on the battlefield.  Look at the loses and victories of both sides.  See how the advantages of both sides.  And have a chance to look at the music and traditions of the time.
Cold War Encounters: The United States and the Soviet Union - The Cold War was a time period marked by constant tension between the Soviet Union (communism) and the United States (democracy).  October 16, 1962 JFK went along with advisors and found photos about Soviets missiles on island of Cuba.  
Commodore Matthew Perry - In 1854, Commodore visited Japan with part of the American navy.  This encounter included Perry demanding that Japan sign a treaty allowing American ships to trade in Japan’s ports; thus, this encounter actually began a great exchange between Asian and America. 
Conscription and the Draft in the Civil War - The Civil War brought about the Conscription Act and the national draft of men into the military.  Students could investigate the various encounters and exchanges between soldiers and their draft experience as well as draft resistance in Wisconsin and infamously in New York City.
Crusades-The nine Christian vs. Muslim Crusades took place in the Holy Land and the Middle East. The first five were asked to be launched by the Pope at that time. It led to many social, economic, and political goals in Europe, and led the Muslims to be more conservative and less trusting of sciences. Lasted about 200 years. (World)  
D-Day-also called Operation Overlord, this was the Allied invasion of Hitler's Fortress Europe. At 11pm, British time, on June 5, 1944, paratroopers loaded onto transport aircraft and dropped behind enemy lines. At 6:30am the next morning, US Army Rangers and British Commandos attacked Point du Hoc and the regular Armies hit the beaches of Omaha, Utah, Sword, and Gold. The Canadians landed at Juno.
Desert Storm - Saddam Hussein’s rejection of diplomatic efforts to solve the crisis led to the decision to restore Kuwait’s sovereignty by military force. The ensuing air war and the effects of the economic embargo decimated Iraq’s military.
Doolittle Raid-Colonel John Doolittle, an American pilot, plotted a raid on Japan shortly after Pearl Harbor. While it didn't do much physical damage to Japan, it shook their confidence and forced them to keep more of their remaining carrier forces near Japan. It also gave a huge psychological boost to Americans because they knew they could now hurt the Japanese.
French and Indian War - This war on the frontier between the French & British was not only an act of rebellion, but also a rebellion against the Native Americans living in the Ohio River Valley.
General John "Black Jack" Pershing-While Pershing fought in the raids to try and capture Poncho Villa, he is better known for his part in WW1. Refusing to let American soldiers fight under French or British soldiers, Pershing reorganized the American Army into a modern Army. Leading the American Expeditionary Force (AEF), Pershing helped to turn the tide of the war into Allied favor.
General Vang Pao-The Hmong Army's leader helped to rescue downed American pilots and launched raids against the Communist Laotians. After the Vietnam War, General Pao helped the Hmong assimilate into American culture and made great strides in educating men to value women.
Geneva Convention and the Rights of POWs - The rights of prisoners of war are an important part of our nation’s history, which is often neglected.  The Geneva Convention was a major convention in the 20th Century, which set up a formal list of rights for prisoners of war. (World) 
Gettysburg - The battle of Gettysburg was a major combat encounter in the war.  A student could investigate the actual events of the battle as well as individual soldier’s battle accounts. 
Harvey, Cordelia Perrine - the First Lady of Wisconsin in the early 1860’s, when she was married to Wisconsin Governor Louis P. Harvey.  Although the governor drowned during the Civil War, Cordelia continued to inspect military hospitals.  She was a reformer in the field of military medicine.  She even persuaded President Lincoln to establish an Army hospital in Madison. 
Jennings, Janet - A native of Monroe, WI, Janet Jennings became a skilled nurse by caring for and treating the wounded Union soldiers during the Civil War.  She was based in Washington, D.C., and she would also serve as a nurse in the Spanish-American War of 1898.  She was 59 years old at the time.  She is best known for her books on the Civil War.   
Korean War - (1950-1953) not only a civil war between North and South Korea, but also a war in which South Korea was backed by the United States (democratic) and North Korea was backed by the Soviet Union (communist). 
Korean War "Principal Weapons" - Both communists and UN forces fought the Korean War largely with surplus World War II weapons. At the start of the war the United States had no new conventional weapons. 
Landmines in Laos – During the Vietnam War, Laos was the most heavily bombed country in the world.  Today there are still unexploded bombs in Laos.  Many people today are still losing limbs because of these landmines.  This is also seen in some European countries like Bosnia.  What is the responsibility of the U.S. or the world to take care of these mines? How were the United States to inform and protect the people living near these mines?   
Laws of War - Attempts to put limits on wartime behavior have been around since the beginning of recorded history and there have been numerous attempts to codify the rules of appropriate military conduct. Like any other body of law, the laws of war have been assembled by need and are still under construction. It is impossible to produce a complete, up to date list of war crimes. 
Lexington and Concord - The first shots of the Revolutionary War began on April 19, 1775 at  Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts.  This exchange of shots began the war, which would give America its independence.  This face-to-face meeting in Massachusetts would change our nation’s history forever. 
Marshall, George C. – General of the Army George Catlett Marshall, GCB, US Army (Ret.) (December 31, 1880 – October 16, 1959) was an American military leader and Secretary of State best remembered for his leadership in the Allied victory in World War II and for his work establishing the post-war reconstruction effort for Europe, which became known as the Marshall Plan. 
Military Women - There are almost two million women veterans. Women have served in some way in every conflict. 33,000 women served in World War I, while 500,000 took part in World War II. Women have served this country voluntarily since the beginning. 
Military Technology - Throughout the Civil War, both sides began to explore new weapons and military techniques.  Possible advancements could include, submarine warfare, ironclad warships, weather balloons, and repeating guns.
Napoleonic Wars-French leader Napoleon Bonaparte conquered most of Europe then decided to invade Russia. He met his doom in the cruel Russian Winter, retreated out of Russia, where England and Bonaparte's satellites rose up against him. Napoleon met his final defeat at Waterloo at the hands of the Duke of Wellington. (World)  
Naval Radio Communication - Since the early 1900's the Navy has been researching and developing uses for radio.  They developed and improved upon the use of sonar, pilot-less aircraft, remote control of torpedoes, and radio communication between ships and land. 
Murphy, Audie – On January 26th, 1945, Audie Murphy was fighting in the woods of Germany. Six German tanks and several hundred soldiers suddenly attacked him and his men. After ordering his men to take cover in the woods, Audie Murphy stood on top of a burning tank destroyer and began firing its machine gun on the advancing German army. For the next hour, Murphy single-handedly held off 250 German soldiers. Even after he was shot in the leg, he continued to fight. 
Opposition to World War I - World War I was fought from 1914 to 1918.  America entered this war in 1917.  Support for America during this war was not strong in Marathon County.  Why?  One of the reasons for this reaction to this war was the fact that Marathon County had thousands of recent immigrants from Germany (at that time).

Ozaukee County Draft Riots - November 12, 1862, drafts began in Wisconsin.  A mob started fires and marched around town shouting, “NO DRAFT!” 
Persian Gulf War - The Persian Gulf War or the “Gulf War” took place in 1991. The Gulf War began when Iraq invaded Kuwait on August 2, 1990.  The war was a military victory for the coalition.  But, Saddam Hussein was not removed from power and Kuwait and Iraq suffered enormous property damage. 
Russians in Afghanistan-The British had long held control in the Middle East, thanks to their huge empire. After World War Two, they had to grant all of their remaining colonies independence because they could no longer sustain such a huge empire. Afghanistan quickly became more and more of a backwater. The Russians, needing oil, invaded. The United States, seeing this as a potential threat, secretly funded al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden, and the Taliban to resist the Soviets. (World)  
San Patricios - The Irish men who died for Mexico - Dubious about why they were fighting a Catholic country and fed up with mistreatment by their Anglo-Protestant officers, hundreds of Irish, German and other immigrants deserted Taylor's army and joined forces with Mexico.   

Sherman Anti-Trust Act - This important reform made it illegal to monopolize any business or otherwise restrict free trade.  Passed in 1890, it played a crucial role in the revolution or overthrow of monopolies and trusts.     

Son Thang - This was a tragic, yet little known war crime committed during the Vietnam War in which 16 Vietnamese women and children were killed.  The court-martial that followed "rocked the foundations of military justice" (Gary D. Solis).
 

Secret War- A part of Vietnam. Nixon order the occupation of Laos and Thailand to prevent Communism from taking hold. This is where the Hmong-American friendship comes from. Under General Pang Vao, the Hmong leader, the Hmong Army launched raids against the NVA and Laotian Communists and rescued American pilots. 
Spanish American War - The Spanish and American war of 1898 was a brief, but intense conflict that effectively ended Spain's worldwide empire and gained the United States several new possessions in the Caribbean and the Pacific.  Much trade occurred because of this “splendid little war." 
Vietnam War - Perhaps one of the more unusual wars, this encounter was more of a conflict between the Communist countries and the Democratic countries. The war lasted more then two decades. Many believe the war  was unnecessary and immoral.  
The Tripolitan War -In the late 1700's and early 1800's, the United States had a lot of shipping in the Mediterranean.  This shipping involved conflicts with Algeria, Tripoli, Tunis, and Morocco.  These conflicts were usually settled with the United States paying tributes to the nations. Eventually Tripoli became fed up with delayed U.S. tribute payments.  Yusuf Qaramanli, the pasha of Tripoli, declared war on the U.S. in 1801. 
War of 1812 - The United States was first involved in a major war with the British.  This war was also a part of the American Revolution.  The British lost the Revolutionary War in 1783, but many British wanted revenge for this loss; thus, the War of 1812 occurred.  The revolution against the British would come to an end when this war ended in 1815.   
Women in the Military - Throughout our country’s history, women’s roles in the military have and are still changing today. 

9/11-Terrorists hijacked four airplanes on September 9, 2011. Two of them crashed into the World Trade Center. Another crashed into the Pentagon. The last was headed to either the White House or the Capitol-but the passengers fought back. Knowing the only way to stop the al-Qaeda terrorists, they sacrificed their lives and crashed the plane in a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 
Native American Rights 
AIM: Native Americans Resist - In 1968, a group of Native Americans began the American Indian Movement (AIM).  AIM members and other Indians   sometimes used extreme means to force change or reform.  In 1972, activists took over the Bureau of Indian Affairs in Washington D.C.  In 1973, a group of armed Sioux seized the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota.  
Alcatraz Occupation - The Alcatraz occupation brought together hundreds of Indians who came to live on the island and thousands more who identified with the call for self-determination, autonomy, and respect for Indian culture.
Burial Sites Preservation Law & Creation of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (1990) and its application in Wisconsin - This state law affects both private and public land ownership rights.  Additionally, environmental responsibility is another question to be researched.  It also impacts the rights of archeologists to conduct their research?  
Chief Joseph, “I Will Fight No More Forever” - The U.S. military fought a very worthy adversary by the name of Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce Indians in the 1870’s.   He fought for the rights of the Nez Perce. But it led to one of the most brilliant military methods in American History.  
Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 - In 1887, Congress passed the Dawes Act, which had a primary purpose to assimilate (absorb) Indians into white society. The sponsors of this act though they were providing humanitarian reform.  The Dawes Act had disastrous results for the Indians in the in the long run.  
Fate of the Fort Laramie Treaty - The Fort Laramie Treaty was one of the first major agreements between the government and the Native Americans.  There were many articles that were agreed upon between the Indian chief D.D. Mitchell and Thomas Fitzpatrick the Indian agent.   
Indian Removal Act of 1830 - The U.S. government passed the Indian Removal Act as a reaction to Native Americans.  This was a way of removing Native Americans from the picture in the states.   
Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 - This act provided for tribal self-government on the reservations.  This act also made federal loans available for Native American businesses and gave Indians help in making the best use of their lands. 
Indian Wars - The Indian Wars of the 1800’s are a great example of face-to- face meetings between Native Americans and the U.S. Army.   
King Philip's War: The Reaction to Puritan Expansion - In 1675, tensions between the colonists and the Wampanoag Indians led to a conflict called King Phillip’s War.  This war was actually a reaction to expansion of the Puritans in parts of New England. 
Louisiana Purchase - The treaty signed on Apr. 30, 1803, allowed the United States to purchase from France the Louisiana Territory, which was more than 2 million sq km (800,000 sq mi) of land extending from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains.  This topic is most definitely centered on exploration, but also on encounter and exchange with Native Americans. 
Menominee Nation vs. the U.S. Government - Various reactions and subsequent actions can be seen in the relationship between the Menominee tribe and the federal government in the year 1954.   
Native American and European Settlers Effect On Each Other - How did the European Settlers of the "New World" effect the lives of the Native Americans.  And how did the Native Americans effect those of the new settlers.      
Navajo Codes in WWII - The idea to use Navajo for secure communications came from Philip Johnston, the son of a missionary to the Navajo. Johnston  knew of the military's search for a code that would withstand all attempts to decipher it.  He then brought to the attention of Major General Clayton B. Vogel, and convinced him the value of the Navajo language's value as codes.
Novitiate of Shawano County - In early 1973, Wisconsin Native Americans took over this religious center in Central Wisconsin.  These Native Americans fought for the rights of Native Americans. This violent meeting in nearby Shawano County truly demonstrates the feelings of both sides on such a heated topic.  
Ojibwa Nation's Struggle To Maintain Its Rights - The Ojibwa Nation has struggled to maintain its rights.  It has tried to enforce its federal treaties, which maintain tribal fishing, hunting, and gathering rights.   
Pontiac's Rebellion - In 1763, a rebellion occurred between Indians and the British.  Chief  Pontiac of the Ottawa Indians united the Ottawa, Miami, Huron, Shawnee and Delaware Indians in a rebellion that was formed to remove the British from the Ohio River Valley. 
Protests Against Native American Practices in Wisconsin - Among a handful of other states (Minnesota, Oregon and Washington), Wisconsin in the late 1980’s and early 1990’s has been the location of significant, controversial, and sometimes-violent protests against Native American practices granted through U.S. treaties. In Wisconsin, the controversy affected members of the Ojibwa tribe and especially conflicts over spear fishing.   
Russian Orthodox Church in Alaska and Native Alaskans - In 1741 the Russian discovery of Alaska and the Aleutian Islands.  Which lead to adventurous frontiersmen and fur traders ranging from the Kurile Islands to southeastern Alaska, often exploiting Native seafaring skills to mine the rich supply of sea otter and seal pelts. (World) 
Sacagawea - Shoshone Native American woman who served as an interpreter and guide for the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1805 and 1806.  Much mystery surrounds her life and even her death.
Samoset- He was a member of the Abenaki tribe and was the first Native American to make contact with the pilgrims.
Sports Teams Named After Indians - The controversy over the Civil Rights of Native American groups vs. high school or college sport teams is an important part of our past, present, and future.  Locally, Mosinee High School would provide some great primary sources on this controversial topic.  Other state schools have or are facing the same problem.  Rights of Native Americans vs. the rights of schools?   
Squanto- He was a member of the Patuxet tribe. Spoke very good English, and helped the pilgrims survive. 
Sitting Bull – A prominent Hunk papa Lakota chief and respected spiritual leader, Sitting Bull (Tatanka Iyotanka) helped unite the Teton Lakota in their struggle to protect their hunting grounds on the Northern Plains during the late nineteenth century.  Along with Crazy Horse, American Horse, Gall, Red Cloud, and Spotted Trail, Sitting Bull led the forces that wiped out the Seventh Cavalry commanded by George Armstrong Custer at the Battle Of Little Bighorn on June 25, 1876.
Taino - The first Native Americas that Christopher Columbus encountered were the Taino Indians. Taino culture impressed both Spanish and modern sociologists. They constructed ceremonial ballparks bounded by upright stone dolmans.  (World)  
Trail of Tears - This encounter involved the U.S. government/U.S. military (the hostile ones) violating the rights of 15, 000 Cherokee Indians in 1838. 
Wounded Knee of 1973 - In 1973, radicals occupied the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota. They held the city at gunpoint.  Liberal white opinion was sympathetic to  the rights of Indians. The 1975 Self-Determination Act – This act gave individual Indian tribes much greater government resources to insure maximum Indian participation in the federal management of Indian policy.        
 
Political 
1968 Election Presidential Primary (Eugene McCarthy) in Marathon County – The election of 1968 was a very interesting and intriguing event in Marathon County. This reaction symbolized the local support for Eugene McCarthy for president. 
Amendments to the Constitution – The amendments prove that the Constitution is “living” and changing. This represents continual reforming of our federal government. 
American Revolution – The colonial fight for independence. Look at reasons as to what caused the colonist to revolt against the King of England. Look at the Loyalist and see what parts they played in the revolution. Along with the great founding fathers of the United States and what role 
American System – Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky proposed the American System. This reform included using high tariffs to pay for internal improvements. 
Bank of the United States – Alexander Hamilton was the chief proponent of the Bank of the United States. This was a financial reform, which was developed to provide security to the national economy. 
Bovay, Alvay and the Republican Party – The Republican Party originated in Ripon, WI in the 1850’s. Alvay Bovay was one of the party’s earliest leaders. 
British Impressments of American Sailors – By 1804, the British began impressing American sailors into the British Navy. The U.S. reacted to this by passing the Embargo Act and the Non-intercourse Act. These reactions would be followed eventually with the War of 1812. 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) – The agency was enacted in 1949 and was given special provisions to protect the secrecy of their sources and themselves. 
Coercive/Intolerable Acts: Britain's Reaction to the Boston Tea Party – In a reaction to the Boston Tea Party, Parliament passed the Coercive Acts. The colonists called them the Intolerable Acts. 
Cold War – The Cold War was a period of East-West competition, tension, and conflict short of full-scale war. The Cold War was a dramatic event between the Soviet Union and U.S.A. 
Colonial Trade/ Triangular Trade – Triangular trade is the exchange of goods between Africa, the British Colonies, West Indies, and England. Triangular Trade involved goods being traded for other goods. 
Columbian Exchange: An Unexpected Revolution – Columbus’s voyage to the New World began an exchange of culture and technology, which revolutionized both the Old and the New World. (World) 
Common-School Movement – Led by Horace Mann, this movement (reform) encouraged the improvement of children’s education. Mann’s ideas on education also spread to Latin America and Europe.
Connecticut Compromise-Also called the Great Compromise, this created a bicameral system in American politics, where there is an equal number of senators in the Senate and a seats are based on population in the House of Representatives.
Constitutional Convention – The Constitutional Convention was a meeting in Philadelphia in 1787 that gave birth to the Constitution of the United States. Originally they wanted to fix the articles of Confederation, but ended up with inventing a new government. Many compromises occurred, such as the 3/5 Compromise and the Missouri Compromise. Many journals and diary entries of those men that attended still exist today, providing a deep interpretation of the grueling time these men put into this.
Declaration of Independence – This truly is a reaction to the British actions. The Declaration of Independence defined what colonists believed to be their rights. This document was the impetus for the American Revolution. 
Democratic Convention of 1968 – In 1968, the Democratic Party held its nominating convention in Chicago, IL. The demonstrations at this convention sowed the reform movement, reactions to the Vietnam War, and finally a revolution against the established political parties in this country.
Democratic Party-Started by Andrew Jackson, this was the first major political party. It is also the oldest in American Politics.
Diplomatic Encounter: the SALT Talks – During the Cold War, Strategic Arms Limitations Talk (SALT) began in 1969, and continued to SALT2 in 1979. Everyone must respect and follow the limitations treaty. By this international tension relaxed and there was trust between states. 
Emperor Hirohito-Hirohito catches a lot of heat because he was the Emperor. However, he did not want to go to war because he knew the USA was a sleeping giant. After the second bomb, Fat Man, was dropped by Brockstar on Nagasaki, he surrendered his nation to the Allies. (World)
Europe: an Overseas Trade Boom – The trade boom lasted 3 centuries. The cause is best explained by the falling transport costs and overseas “discovery” of declining trade barriers. (World) 
Fawkes, Guy – Guy (Guido) Fawkes (or Faukes, April 13, 1570 – January 31, 1606) was an English soldier and a member of a group of Roman Catholic conspirators who attempted to carry out the Gunpowder Plot on November 5, 1605. 
Fireside Chats – Franklin Delano Roosevelt began his presidency with a promise to restore the confidence of the American people and to bring America out of the Great Depression. Roosevelt needed to calm the fears and restore the confidence of Americans and gain their support for the programs of the New Deal. One of the ways FDR chose to accomplish this was through the radio, the most direct means of access to the American people, which became known as Roosevelt’s Fireside Chats. 
First Continental Congress – The First Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia on September 5, 1774.  12 of out of the 13 colonies sent delegates with a wide spectrum of political views.  
Flood, Curt Case: Free Agency of Athletes – Curt Flood was a baseball player and felt that baseball violated the 13th amendment, barring slavery and involuntary solitude. The case went to the Supreme Court on June 18, 1970. The Supreme Court ruled that baseball should stay the way it is. 
Fostering Peaceful Exchange: The Creation of the United Nations – The United Nations was created in 1945 as a new world organization to keep peace after WWII. This organization is still today dedicated to world peace. 
From FDR to Nixon: the Revolution of Presidential Press Coverage – Today presidential press coverage is essential to every citizen of the USA. The real revolution in presidential press coverage would begin with President Franklin D. Roosevelt and evolved until President Richard M. Nixon. 
Grange – In 1867, Oliver Kelley founded an organization known as the National Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, or the Grange. This organization began as a social meeting place for farm families. This group would work hard to reform the lives of farmers. Based in the Midwest.
Ghandi, Mohandas-Ghandi believed in civil disobedience and nonviolent resistance. He helped Indians in their bid for freedom and after WW2 helped to bring peace to the Muslim and Hindu violence. (World)
Guevara, Ernesto “Che” – Ernesto Guevara de la Serna (June 14, 1928 – October 9, 1967), commonly known as Che Guevara or el Che, was an Argentine-born physician, Marxist, politician, and leader of Cuban and internationalist guerrillas. As a young man studying medicine, Guevara traveled "rough" throughout Latin America, bringing him into direct contact with the poverty in which many people lived. Through these experiences he became convinced that only revolution could remedy the region's economic inequality, leading him to study Marxism and become involved in Guatemala's social revolution under President Jacobo Arbenz Guzmán. (World) 
Hippies – members of a youth movement that started in the United States in the 1960’s and 1970’s. It spread to Canada, the United Kingdom, and to many other countries. Hippies rejected the customs, traditions, and life styles of society and tried to develop those of their own. 
Hitler, Adolf – Adolf Hitler was born April 20th, 1889 at 6:30 P.M. in a small Austrian Village of Braunau AM INN. At age 25 Hitler volunteered to enlist in a Bavarian Regiment. (World) 
Iran Hostage Crisis-Iranian hard-liners captured the American Embassy during the Ayatollah Revolution in 1979. They took 53 hostages. President Carter tried to rescue them by sending in Marines, but a Black Hawk helicopter crashed. This was a diplomatic and political nightmare, especially since the Iranians refused to deal with "The Great Satan" (USA). 
Jacksonian Democracy – President Andrew “Old Hickory” Jackson was truly a unique president as he was almost illiterate and had a hot temper. He did bring forth a reform in the presidency the Century American politics. This allowed more “common voters” the chance to be active in politics. 
Johnson, Lyndon Baines – (August 27, 1908 – January 22, 1973), often referred to as LBJ, was the 36th President of the United States (1963–1969). After serving a long career in the U.S. Congress, Johnson became the 37th Vice President; in 1963, he succeeded to the presidency following President John F. Kennedy's assassination. He was a major leader of the Democratic Party and as President was responsible for the passage of key liberal legislation in many areas, including civil rights laws, Medicare, a major "War on Poverty", as well as the acceleration of the war in Vietnam. His long-term legacy is hard to judge, as advances he made in civil rights were offset by his poor management of the Vietnam War. 
Judicial Review – Judicial review was a reform of the judicial system. Beginning with the Marbury vs. Madison Supreme Court, this principle allows the Supreme Court the right to declare an act of Congress unconstitutional. 
The Jungle by Upton Sinclair – At the turn of 20th Century, Upton Sinclair wrote The Jungle, which detailed the horrors of Chicago’s slaughterhouses. This work brought attention to the rights of blue-collar workers in not only slaughterhouses and meat packing plants, but in many different industries. 
Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 – The Kansas-Nebraska Act permitted the extension of slavery. It was a reaction to slavery, and in other words, this act tried to reform slavery. 
Kennedy, John F. Assassination – President John F. Kennedy was assassinated while driving in Dealy Plaza. No one is completely sure who shot and killed the president, and there are many different theories. 
LaFollette, Robert M., Wisconsin's Progressive Leader – Wisconsin gained the reputation as the model of progressive reform by initiating substantial legislative reforms and their subsequent promotion by forward-thinking leaders. As governor, Robert M. LaFollette's charisma and drive encouraged an environment open to change in the state and helped institute legislative reforms. After his election to the U.S. Senate, LaFollette showcased Wisconsin as the shining example of progressivism.
League of Nations-The first attempt of international cooperation, it failed miserably in the 1930s when the Fascist leaders of Italy, Japan, and Germany ignored it. The League was often compared to as a tiger with no teeth.
Lenin, Vladimir Illyich-Lenin negotiated a peace with the Weimar Republic to get the Russians out of World War One. He would then apply Marxism to Russia and create the Soviet Union. (World)
Leroy Gore's Response to Senator Joe McCarthy – Senator Joe McCarthy's actions taken in response to the Cold War can be examined through the eyes of a Wisconsin citizen who tried to stop him, namely Leroy Gore. 
Marbury vs. Madison – Marbury vs. Madison in 1803 was an exploration, an investigation or an analysis of laws, or judicial review. Beginning with the Marbury vs. Madison Supreme Court, judicial review allows the Supreme Court the right to declare an act of Congress unconstitutional. This was an important court case regarding the rights, responsibilities, and powers within the 
Magna Carta – This is the origin of the basic rights that we have guaranteed in our Constitution. The Magna Charta was written in 1215 in England, and it is considered to be the foundation of the English Constitutional Liberty. 
Marshall Plan in Postwar Europe – The Marshall Plan was an economic plan to rebuild the European countries that were severely weakened by WWII. This plan, named after George Marshall, President Truman’s Secretary of State, encouraged economic exchange, to give and receive. 
McCarthyism & Free Speech During the Cold War – Free speech during the Cold War is an interesting topic to research. Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin (from the Appleton area) began a campaign against Communists in February of 1950. He claimed that the State Department was “thoroughly infested with Communists.” 
McGovern, Francis: Cleaning Up Corruption in Milwaukee – Francis McGovern, a crusading Milwaukee district attorney from 1905-1909 and later Wisconsin governor (1911-1915), made a name for himself by cleaning up corruption in Milwaukee. His work led to numerous indictments of corrupt officials. 
Powderly, Terrence – Terrence Powderly was leader of the Knights of Labor and three times the mayor of Scranton, Pennsylvania. He was the son of Irish immigrants and was born in Carbondale, Pennsylvania. 
Prince Klemens von Metternich – Klemens Wenzel Nepomuk Lothar Fürst von Metternich-Winneberg-Beilstein (May 15, 1773 – June 11, 1859) (sometimes rendered in English as Prince Klemens Metternich, or in some books, Clement Wenceslaus von Metternich) was an Austrian politician and statesman and perhaps the most important diplomat of his era.   
Prohibition- A period of time in the 1920's where the topic of processing, distributing, and purchasing of alcohol was heavily debated over. There was heavy involvement from both sides of the topic. 
Milwaukee County Home for Dependent Children – The Milwaukee County Home for Dependent Children provided temporary care for the poor and dependent children of Milwaukee County who did not qualify for state care during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Milwaukee's Socialist Party – The election of Milwaukee mayor Emil Seidel in 1910 as the first Socialist mayor began a period in which Milwaukee's Socialist Party controlled the mayor's office for all but four of the next 30 years and meant significant reform in the city government. 
Milwaukee United School Integration Committee's (MUSIC) Boycotts – In 1964-1966, MUSIC held a series of boycotts of segregated schools, one of which lasted 35 days. 
Missouri Compromise – In 1819, the Missouri Compromise was signed, which compromised the future of slavery in newly acquired U.S. territories. This compromise attempted to reform the issue of slavery or more importantly, sectionalism. 
Monroe Doctrine – One of the major U.S. foreign policy decisions of the 19th Century was the a reaction to the world. Basically, this doctrine stated that North and South America were off limits to future colonization by European powers. On the other hand, the U.S. promised to stay 
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) – The North Atlantic Treaty created NATO-a mutual defense alliance for Europe and North America. This defense plan was devised to protect non-communism nations from Soviet and Eastern Europe aggression.
New Jersey Plan-in the Constitutional Convention, this proposal was that all the states would sent equal numbers of representatives to Congress. This favored small states.
Potsdam Treaty of 1945 – The Potsdam Conference took place between July 17 and August 2, 1945. It was drafted and adopted by the USSR, the USA, France, and the UK, the major victorious powers. It was an agreement for the reconstruction of nations fighting in World War ll. 
Queen Liliuokalani – Queen Liliuokalani was the last reigning monarch of the Hawaiian Islands. She felt her mission was to preserve the islands for their native residents. In 1898, Hawaii was annexed to the United States and Queen Liliuokalani was forced to give up her throne. 
Rise of Communism and Fascism-After World War One, most of Europe was in shambles. Communism, the belief that all are equal and there are no rich people, spread in popularity. Vladimir Illyich Lenin, the Founder of Communism, preached Peace, Land, and Bread to Russians. This kicked off almost eighty years of state control. Meanwhile, Benito Mussolini and Adolf Hitler rose in power in Italy and Germany. Economic hardships drove to extremism in the voting booth. (World)
Roosevelt, Franklin Delano-FDR served three terms as America's president. Shortly into his fourth term, he died. In the Depression and World War Two, FDR was instrumental in restoring American pride as well as diplomatically defeating Hitler and Japan.
SALT Talks – During the Cold War, Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT) did occur beginning in 1969, and continued to SALT II in 1979. 
SALT Talks II – The US objectives for the SALT II negotiations were to provide for equal numbers of strategic nuclear delivery vehicles for the sides, to begin the process of reduction of these delivery vehicles, and to impose restraint on qualitative developments, which could threaten future stability. The negotiation began in November 1972. President Carter signed the completed agreement on June 18, 1979. 
Sedition Act (1918) – Enacted on May 16, 1918 as a companion to the Espionage Act of 1917 the Sedition Act made it a federal crime to issue false reports or statements helpful to the enemy; to incite insubordination, disloyalty, or mutiny; to obstruct military recruitment efforts; to utter or print disloyal or abusive comments about the United States, its Constitution, or its armed forces; to display an enemy flag, to advocate curtailment of production; or to urge anyone to commit any of these acts. 
Shay's Rebellion – Daniel Shays served as a volunteer in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. After the war many farmers could not pay the new taxes; thus, Shay and others led a rebellion against the Massachusetts courts. This rebellion also identified the many 
Sons of Liberty and/or Daughters of Liberty – These secret societies were formed to rebel against the British government. These groups used violent and non-violent actions against the British tax collectors and against the British Army. 
Stamp Act (& others) and the Coming of the American Revolution – The rights of the colonists needed to be heard. Through boycotts, reactions and even riots, those rights were heard. The British believed in “virtual representation” but colonists wanted their opinions to be heard on things that would affect them. The New Deal: Governmental Encounter - The New Deal was President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s program to fight the Great Depression. The New Deal helped stabilize the banking system, regulate the stock market, establish an organization to put men to work and helped with many other issues of the time. 
Stalin, Josef-The leader of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, he killed about 20 million of his own people, thanks to his paranoia. He also decimated his officer corps shortly before Hitler's invasion. However. he helped the Allies defeat Nazi Germany and drove the Japanese out Manchuria. Later he would be a fearsome enemy. (World)
Taft, William Howard – William Howard Taft was the only man to serve as both president of the United States (1909-1913) and chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court (1921-1930).  Before that, he served on the Ohio superior (1890-1892) and as a solicitor general of the United States (1892-1900), governor general of the Philippines (1900-1903), and secretary of war (1904-1908). 
Tammany Hall – Tammany Hall was a Democratic Party organization that ruled New York City politics from 1850-1930.  Formed in 1789 as the “Society of St. Tammany” of “Columbian Order,” a fraternal and benevolent association, by the mid-1800s, it had become the predominant force in New York City’s government.
Third Parties-Throughout American history, there have been various third parties that have stood up for their beliefs when neither major party has done so.
Treaty of Ghent – This peace treaty officially ended the War of 1812, on December 24, 1814. The end of this war reformed the world’s political life. Ending war would restore principles of peace, friendship and good understanding between the two countries. 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo – The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo officially ended the Mexican-American War. Nicholas Trist and the President of the Republic of Mexico began to communicate respective powers. 
Treaty of Paris of 1763 – The Treaty of Paris of 1763 ended the seven year French and Indian War. France, England, and Spain signed this treaty on February 10, 1763. This First Treaty of Paris
Treaty of Paris of 1783 (The Second Treaty of Paris) – The Treaty of Paris of 1783 was signed on September 3,1783. It officially ended the American Revolutionary War between Great Britain and the North American colonies. This treaty is commonly called the Second Treaty of Paris. 
Treaty of Versailles of 1919 – This treaty put an end to World War I between the Allies and the Central Powers. It was a negotiation that took six months to figure out at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919. This treaty required that Germany accept responsibility for causing the war.
Tojo, Hedeki-Tojo was the driving force behind Pearl Harbor. He believed in racial superiority, so he invaded Manchuria and tasked Yamamoto with defeating America. (World)
Virginia Plan – Written by James Madison and proposed by Edmund Randolph. The Virginia Plan Divided the government into 3 branches executive, legislative, and judicial. Conflict arose as to how much representation each state should have. 
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom of 1786 – Initially proposed by Thomas Jefferson, this statute set a precedent for religious freedom in the new United States. This was a reform of the government. 
War Hawks during the War of 1812 – Members of Congress who wanted war with Britain were called the War Hawks. War Hawks wanted to react and rebel aggressively against the British. 
Warren Court as an Agent of Reform – Chief Justice Earl Warren of the Supreme Court took a liberal position on many social issues. His reforms have had a lasting effect on our country. Many of the Supreme Court decisions of the 1960’s made many decisions that aroused Public controversy.
Warsaw Pact-The Soviet-controlled Eastern European answer to NATO. (World)
Whiskey Rebellion: Challenge to a Young Government – In March of 1791, the U.S. government passed a tax on those who made whiskey for trade. This rebellion occurred in western Pennsylvania, and only ended when President Washington offered amnesty to all rebels. This rebellion showed the supremacy of federal laws over state laws. 
Wisconsin Idea – In the early 1900’s, the title The Wisconsin Idea referred to a series of laws that were passed in Wisconsin from 1903 to 1913. Some of these famous laws include: the Direct Primary Law, the University of Wisconsin, Civil Service Law, Public Utilities Commission, a new method of taxing, laws protecting the safety of workers, etc. The Wisconsin Idea helped Wisconsin become a leader among the states. 
Wisconsin's Stand on the Death Penalty (July 12, 1853) – On July 12, 1853, the state legislature abolished the death penalty, and to this day Wisconsin remains one of the few states that does not have the death penalty. 
Woodward & Bernstein – These two men used the 1st Amendment to uncover the scandal behind Watergate in the early 1970s, which led to President Nixon resigning. 
Worcester vs. Georgia Court Case of 1832 – This Supreme Court case was a reaction to a Georgia law, which required the removal of people from Indian lands. This decision displayed the sentiment of the American public towards Native Americans. 
WWI – The Great War, WWI (1914-1917) was the war to end all wars. Involving millions of people, WWI was an encounter between major alliances with various countries in these 
WWII – World War 2 began in 1939 with Germany, Japan, and Italy as the aggressor, America fought in the air land and seas. The war would last until 1945.
Yamamoto, Isoroku-A brilliant naval and air commander, Yamamoto also didn't want to go to war against America. However, he knew he had a brief oppurtunity-12 months. He continued to command the Japanese Naval and Air Forces up until his death during the Great Marianas Turkey Shoot. (World) 
Zimmerman's Telegram – During WWI, Americans learned of a secret German message that was sent from Germany to Mexico. In this message, Arthur Zimmerman, Germany’ foreign minister, suggested that Mexico and Germany form an alliance; thus, if the U.S. would enter the war, Mexico would attack the U.S.     
Science and Math 
American Red Cross – The American Red Cross was one of the nation’s foremost humanitarian organization, the American Red Cross was founded on May 21, 1881, by former Civil War nurse Clara Barton. 
Babcock, Stephen and the Butterfat Tester - Professor Stephen Babcock from UW-Madison started a revolution in the dairy industry with his invention of the Butterfat Tester. 
Banneker, Benjamin – The first free African American scientist, mathematician, astronomer, clockmaker, and publisher. 
Central American Civilizations - Science, math, and astronomy were important to the civilizations of Central America.  Discuss how these cultures explored the stars and mathematics.  Possible cultures include the Mayans, Incans, and Aztecs. 
Earth’s Atmosphere - Throughout history, scientists have explored the Earth’s atmosphere.  Possible topics could include what various scientists encountered in their studies of the atmosphere as well as how humans have explored the Earth’s atmosphere in the past. 
Egypt and Greece - The ancient Egyptians were highly evolved in the study of geometry.  When the ancient Greeks encountered their culture, their knowledge of geometry was further enhanced.  Investigate this important encounter in world history. (World) 
Eruption of Mt. St. Helens - Investigate how scientists explored and explained the eruption of Mt. St. Helens in 1980. 
Glaciers - The Wisconsin countryside’s encounter with ice has left Wisconsin with some beautiful, hilly regions (e.g. the Kettle Moraine area).  Examine what occurs when glaciers pass over land. 
Spencer, Herbert – An English social theorist, philosopher, and evolutionist, Herbert Spencer enunciated such theories of “survival of the fittest,” belief in the preeminence of the individual over society, and science over religion that had a strong global impact and were especially influential in the United States.  (World) 
Magellan Spacecraft and the Planet Venus - This spacecraft truly led exploration into a new part of the solar system. Using radio waves the recycled spacecraft was able to achieve new advances in the study of Venus. 
Mathematical World - Various advances have been made in the way of mathematical exploration.  These advances include the development of quantum mathematics, chaos theory, and factual geometry.  Investigate these breakthroughs and their significance to the world. 
NASA and Space Exploration - Space exploration is a wonderful broad topic.  The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is a leading force in scientific research and in stimulating the public.  The creation of NASA was a result of the space race with Russia and a reaction to Sputnik. 
Mitchell, Maria – Maria Mitchell was an astronomer whose discovery of a new comet in 1847 established her reputation in scientific circles and marked the beginning of an illustrious public career.  She was the first women to be elected to both the American Academy of Arts and Science and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 
Nightingale, Florence – Because of the efforts of Florence Nightingale nursing was transformed into a modern and professional discipline. During the Crimean War she organized the Barracks Hospital and by discipline and sanitation standards she was drastically able to reduce mortality. 
Open Heart Surgery - Various medical practices/surgeries may make interesting topics.  For example, the first heart transplant by Christian Barnard was a true example of their effort to probe in order to make a diagnosis. 
San Francisco Earthquake (1906) – During the early morning hours of April 18, 1906, an earthquake shook northern California on a 200-mile stretch along the San Andreas Fault.  The tremor lasted for forty seconds, then stopped for ten, and resumed for another twenty-five seconds.  A series of smaller tremors struck periodically thereafter.  
Polio Vaccine - Polio is a contagious disease that usually produces no symptoms.  Polio is a viral illness that is a potentially deadly disease.  By 1964, the oral polio vaccine, developed by Albert Sabin, had become the recommended vaccine.  Between 1988 and 1998, wild-type polio was eliminated from North America, South America and Europe. 
Scientific Revolution - This revolution, which began in mathematics and astronomy, eventually affected all areas of natural science.  Galileo Galilei and Sir Isaac Newton contributed greatly to this revolution.  The scientific method was perhaps the most important achievement of the Scientific Revolution.  Attention should be given to the Scientific Revolution in America. 
Scientific Revolution (II) - The Scientific Revolution forever changed the intellectual world of Europe  and America as old ideas clashed in an encounter with new ideas regarding our world.  This wide-ranging topic could include an investigation of Copernicus, Galileo, Descartes, Pascal, and Newton.  Discuss how their explorations of the astronomical and mathematical world influenced the Scientific Revolution. 
Scopes Monkey Trial - Did we evolve from monkeys or did God spontaneously create us?  This Supreme Court case was about creation vs. evolution and which should be taught in school. At the time created an uproar because only creation had been taught in schools up to this point.  
Taylor, Frederick W. – Universally regarded as the father of “scientific management,” Frederick W. Taylor was equally praised by manufacturers and engineers and condemned by workers and humanitarians.  His views were so influential that “Taylorization” became a popular shorthand term for the panolopy of methods antedated the assembly line method of production, they proved easily adaptable to that mode of manufacturing. 
Social 
Addams, Jane, Settlement Houses, the Hull House – In September of 1889, Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr began the Hull House in Chicago, Illinois. This house began as a rundown building in a poor neighborhood of Chicago. The goal of this project was to reform the lives of many of Chicago’s poor people. 
American Missionaries – American missionaries have played important roles in the exchange of American culture to all parts of the world. 
Black Tuesday – The 1920’s in the United States seemed like a place of limitless possibilities. Economy was booming and millions were becoming rich on the stock market. As major businesses were bought and sold prices went up and up. Eventually getting too high and crashing on October 24th, 1929. 
 Upton Sinclair writes The Jungle - The Jungle (1906) is the most famous novel written by the American author Upton Sinclair. It describes the life of a family of Lithuanian immigrants working in Chicago's Union Stock Yards at the end of the 19th century. Depicting, in drastic tones, poverty, the complete absence of social security, the scandalous living and working conditions, the lack of hygiene, and generally the utter hopelessness prevalent among the have-nots, which is contrasted with the deeply-rooted corruption on the part of the haves, The Jungle is a major critique of capitalism and an important example of the "muckraking" tradition begun by journalists such as Jacob Riis. The book's underlying message is that socialism is the only effective tool with which to fight unfettered capitalism and the only true remedy available to America's poor masses. 
The Flappers and Jazz -The term flapper in the 1920s, referred to a "new breed" of young women who wore short skirts, bobbed their hair, listened to jazz and flaunted their disdain for what was then considered "decent" behavior. The flappers were seen as brash in their time for wearing makeup, drinking hard liquor and smoking. Despite its popularity, the flapper lifestyle and look could not survive the Great Depression. The high-spirited attitude and hedonism simply could not find a place amid the economic hardships of the 1930s. In many ways, however, the self-reliant flapper had allowed the modern woman to make herself an integral and lasting part of the Western World. 
Effects of Rock & Roll - The massive popularity and worldwide scope of rock and roll resulted in an unprecedented level of social impact. Far beyond simply a musical style, rock and roll influenced lifestyles, fashion, attitudes, and language in a way few other social developments have equalled. The social impact is so large that rock stars are worshipped worldwide and often performances of several artists in diverse arts and cultures are scaled to and appreciated as being close to that of a "rock star".
Development of Sign Language - Like spoken languages, sign languages emerge naturally in communities and change through time. The following list is grouped into three sections:   

“Boston Milk Party” - During the Great Depression of the 1930's, the prices of farm products dropped, while farmers' production and shipping costs increased. In 1933, small Wisconsin dairy farmers turned to what they called a "Boston Milk Party." In a series of strikes, they withheld milk and blocked it from the market. 
Ceresco, (A Commune of Wisconsin) - In 1844, a group of 19 men and one boy set out from Kenosha to found a commune far from "the world of jargon, contention and confusion." The community was named Ceresco. The remnants of Ceresco can still be seen in the present day town of Ripon. 
Chaplin, Sir Charles Spencer – Also known as ‘Charlie Chaplin’, one of the first academy award winning British comedy actors. He is also a notable director, and composer of music. (World) 
Diana, Princess of Wales – An admired role model, organized many charity organizations, brought about the awareness of AIDS, and also focused on landmines. (World) 
Duxbury Pier Light - The Duxbury Pier Light was built in 1871 in Plymouth Harbor. In 1964 the lighthouse was automated and the keepers were removed. Over the next two decades Duxbury Pier Light fell victim to vandalism and seabirds made themselves a home in the interior. 
Dylan, Bob - One of the best-known figures of rock and roll, Bob Dylan, was born in Duluth. Dylan's use of folksongs in the 1960’s made him a sensation in the developing world of rock and roll. Dylan combined the sounds of the guitar with his raspy voice, and delivered lyrics that touched the heart.  The lyrics represent rights of American citizens.  
Earhart, Amelia - She was the first woman to attempt to fly a plane around the world. Unfortunately, the navigator, Amelia and the lock head Electra plane disappeared while on the flight. 
Early Tourism in Northern Wisconsin - The growth of popularity of the automobile affected many aspects of American life, including the country's architecture. The automobile -- and the tourist industry it helped to grow - brought about a number of new building forms. Wisconsin, with its early tourist industry, was certainly affected by these changes. Motels with giant neon signs, drive-up diners in glass and steel, quaint or rustic tourist cabins, and of course the now ever-present gasoline service station, all appeared and multiplied between 1920 and 1940.

Enlightenment - Like the Scientific Revolution, this revolution was worldwide and affected millions of people.  Like scientists, Enlightenment thinkers applied reason and logic to the study of human nature and the improvement of society. 
Gahndi, Mohomas – Peaceful and religious leader. (World) 
Garden Homes of Milwaukee - Garden Homes is a Milwaukee Socialist housing experiment from the 1910’s. Milwaukee’s socialist city government built the homes on this land for this housing experiment, and stock was sold to occupants of homes in an attempt to provide better housing for workers. 
Gideon International Society - When John H. Nicholson and Samuel E. Hill met at the Central House Hotel in 1889, they discussed the need for an organization of commercial travelers that would provide mutual help and recognition for Christian travelers. This discussion led to the founding of the Gideon International Society. Since its’ founding, the Gideon’s have distributed hundreds of millions of free Bibles for placement in hotel rooms around the world. 
Great Awakening - This social reform movement from approximately 1720 to 1750 included revivals and public gatherings.  Jonathon Edwards and George Whitefield were two of the leaders of this movement. 
Great Depression - The Great Depression was a period of severe national economic decline from 1929 to 1941.      
Goldman, Emma – Emma Goldman was an anarchist and lifelong agitator on behalf of “liberty unrestricted by man-made law; the theory that all forms of government rest on violence and are therefore wrong and harmful.”  Goldman fled to the United States as a teenager where she was radicalized by the conditions of the urban laboring masses and the prevailing socialist and anarchist currents.  For her continuous activism she was jailed many times, gained national notoriety by the 1890’s and eventually was deported from the U.S. 
Greendale Housing Project - Greendale was a depression era housing project built as part of the federal government work relief program. The Milwaukee suburban community was built entirely from scratch using the most progressive city planning theories and houses were communally owned.  In an effort to combat the economic effects of the Great Depression, the federal government initiated a number of public works programs throughout the country. The results of these federal policies remain evident in our communities today.   
Hepburn, Audry – Famous actress in the 50’s and 60’s,  looked up to and continued on to help out with different charities and organizations. 
Ku Klux Klan - The Ku Klux Klan (K.K.K.) was a white supremacist group. They would attack and kill people that were in favor of blacks and those who supported black equality. 
 

Marilyn Monroe - Born with the name of Norma Jean, Marilyn Monroe had a tough childhood while moving from home to home.  She died at the age of 36, on August 5th, 1962, after a sleeping pill overdose.   
 

New York Stock Exchange (NYSE): Money as Power - Historically, it was the Dutch in the Colony of New York who began the exchange.  Today, NYSE is a world leader in exchange.  The exchange in New York is the largest of several financial markets.  Many people depend on the value of the stock, more than they realize, for necessities.    
Obey, David - A representative in the House of Representatives for over 40 years.  His influence and his reforms throughout his career have been instrumental in the area of political reform.   
Paine, Byron - Byron Paine was the most romantic figure ever to sit on the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  His family members were strong abolitionists.  Paine was an ally of Sherman Both (a Wisconsin abolitionist).  He became circuit judge in 1856 and Supreme Court Justice in 1859.   
Peter, Paul & Mary - This legendary folk group wrote songs, which identified with the rights and responsibilities of American citizens.  Their works have spanned the 1960’s, 1970’s, 1980’s, & 1990’s.    
Presely, Elvis – One of the first people who woke up the world to rock and roll Rock and Roll. 
The Salem Witch Trials - The Salem Witch Trials of 1692 was a very sad time in our country’s history.  The reaction to these trials and the changes seen after 1692 were dramatic.  For starters, Puritans abandoned their theocracy, church and state as one, which led to the separation of church and state.   
Salvation Army – The Salvation Army provides itself on being a “church with its sleeves rolled up,” a religious organization dedicated to winning the world over for Christ primarily be ministering to the needs of those who are “down and out.”  In addition to preaching its eleven doctrines on street corners and in missions, the Salvation Army founded thousands of institutions to aid hundreds of thousands of unfortunate individuals worldwide, and it exemplified the spirit of the Social Gospel that became so important during the Progressive Era in the United States. 
Spielberg, Steven – Significant figure who brought a new style to Hollywood movies. 
Stock Exchange - Financial markets came to prominence during the 17th century at the start of the industrial revolution. Businesses needed vast amounts of capital to buy bigger premises and new machinery. Needing more money, which is  why the stock exchange was started. 
Temperance Movement - Reformers established the American Temperance Society and the American Temperance Union to spread the word about the negative effects of alcohol.  Lymann Beecher, a minister, led this crusade.  Neal Dow went a step further and pushed for the outlawing of the sale of alcohol.  She was successful.  In 1851, Maine passed a law, which made the selling of alcohol illegal. 
Terrorism - The terrorism attack on September 11th, 2001, shook despair in the lives of many Americans.  Terrorism affects the stock markets.  Fear from the terrorist attack resulted in a worldwide close on the stock market for about a week.  The terrorist attack left a permanent scar that will forever be remembered. 
Trial of John Peter Zenger - During colonial times, a young German printer named John Peter Zenger was asked to print articles about the Royal governor of New York.  Zenger was sued in a court for the publishing of libel.  Zenger won his court case. This case was the beginning of the revolution in the Freedom of the Press. 
Walt Disney – Creator of the Disney franchise, with an imagination that shaped and impacted the lives of millions of people around the world. 
Weber, Frank - born near Milwaukee was a pioneer member of the Socialist party and of the Federal Trades Council in 1887. He also founded the Wisconsin State Federation of Labor and organized the seamen's unions for the Knights of Labor and the brewery workers in Milwaukee. Weber also served eight years in the legislature and was a leading figure in the fight for the Workingmen's Compensation Act, old age pensions, and other progressive legislation. 
Whiskey Rebellion - Washington’s strong reaction to a possible rebellion over a tax on Whiskey quickly puts down the Whiskey Rebellion. 
Willard, Frances E. - In 1846, Willard’s parents moved her to a small farmstead near Janesville, Wisconsin.  By the 1870’s, Frances Willard had become a national leader in the temperance movement.  The temperance movement was a reform of the consumption on alcohol in this country.  She was even elected president of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU).  In 1883, she traveled to every state and territory in the United States and gave speeches there.  
Yellow Journalism With Hearst and Pulitzer - In 1890, two popular New York newspapers, one owned by William Randolph Hearst and the other one owned by Joseph Pulitzer, were competing bitterly for readers. Both newspapers played up crime and scandals to increase sales.  This type of journalism was known as Yellow Journalism.  
Technology 
Television - A telecommunication system for broadcasting and receiving moving pictures and sound over a distance. The term has come to refer to all the aspects of television from the television set to the programming and transmission. 
Radio - the wireless transmission of signals, by modulation of electromagnetic waves with frequencies below those of light. 
Printing Press - The printing press is a mechanical printing device for making copies of identical text on multiple sheets of paper. Movable type was invented in China by Bi Sheng between 1041 to 1048. The use of movable type to mass produce printed works was popularized by a German goldsmith and eventual printer, Johannes Gutenberg, in the 1450s. While there are several local claims for the invention of the printing press in other parts of Europe, including Laurens Janszoon Coster in the Netherlands and Panfilo Castaldi in Italy, Gutenberg is credited by most scholars with its initial invention.

Photographs - An image or a representation of that on paper, created by collecting an array of photons onto special photo-sensitive paper. The most common photographs are those created of reflected visible wavelengths, producing permanent records of what the human eye can see.
Braille - The Braille system devised in 1821 by Louis Braille, is a method that is widely used by blind people to read and write. Each Braille  character or "cell" is made up of six dot positions, arranged in a rectangle containing two columns of three dots each. A dot may be raised at any of the six positions to form sixty-four combinations, counting the space in which no dots are raised. For reference purposes, a particular combination may be described by naming the positions where dots are raised, the positions being universally numbered 1 through 3 from top to bottom on the left, and 4 through 6 from top to bottom on the right. For example, dots 1-3-4 would describe a cell with three dots raised, at the top and bottom in the left column and on top of the right column (ie the letter 'm') 

Braille, Louis (The Invention of the Braille System) – Louis Braille was blinded by an accident and infection at the age of 3. But he was determined to learn and at the age of 15 he modified sonography, a system created for soldiers, to create the Braille system, which allows the blind to learn more effectively. (World) 
The Hollywood 10 (A group of actors put on trial during the red scare) -The term "Red Scare" has been retroactively applied to two distinct periods of strong anti-Communism in United States history: first from 1917 to 1920, and second from the late 1940s through the mid-1950s, which signified the entrance into the Cold War. Both periods were characterized by the suspicion of widespread infiltration by communists and fears of communist influence on U.S. society. The first Red Scare also included fear of anarchists and aggressive labor unions; the second, fears of infiltration of the U.S. government. 
48ers: Germans Revolutionaries Who Moved to Wisconsin - Political conditions in Germany from the failed revolution of 1848 motivated small groups of "48ers" to seek freedom in America. Many of these German immigrants found Wisconsin to be the right destination at that time.   
Automobile Industry in the USA - In the 1900’s three firms dominated the Automobile Industry: General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler. All three firms were based in Detroit Michigan, which had been the geographic center of the industry. 
Banking System - The Federal Reserve reformed the banking system of the U.S.  Congress passed the Federal Reserve Act in 1913. 
The Bessemer Process - An inexpensive, easy way to make steel, and was developed by the British inventor Henry Bessemer in the 1850’s.  This was a revolution in making steel, which built our country.  Even today, the impacts of this revolution can be seen in our everyday life.   
Earthquakes - Scientists have long explored for answers to great earthquakes throughout our history.  Possible topics include the great San Francisco earthquakes of 1906 and 1989. 
Edison, Thomas - This scientist/inventor was a reformer in the fields of communication and electrification.  The long-lasting effect of his work and his inventions are with us today. 
Fennimore's Narrow Gauge Railroad - The impact of railroads in Wisconsin, linking the countryside to the city and farms to markets, can be found throughout the state. The Fennimore  Railroad Historical Society, home of the "Dinky," contains details of Fennimore's narrow gauge train. 
First Flight - The Wright Brothers began the exploration of flight with their historic flight in 1903.  This is an example of traveling with the purpose of  discovering, investigating, examining by probing, etc. 
Ford, Henry – Inventor of the first American automobile. 
Franklin, Benjamin - Benjamin Franklin was a man of many talents.  He had inventions such as bifocals, the lightening rod, the Franklin stove, and the light bulb.  He wrote the book Poor Richard's Alamak, was a post master in Philadelphia, and ran a newspaper. At the age of 70, Franklin was the oldest delegate to sign the Declaration of Independence.  He had a love of independence and contributed a lot to our country.    
Graham, Martha - Martha Graham was truly one of the leading pioneers in the field of dance. Dancing was a major part of her life and everything she did evolved from dancing. 
Hudson River School - By the 1830’s, a group of American artists had established the Hudson River School.  This was a revolution in the field of art. 
Hunter, Amy Louise: Reformer of Public Health - Amy Louise Hunter oversaw the Bureau of Maternal and Child Health of the Wisconsin Board of Health from 1935-1960, and in the course of her work, participated in no less than a public health revolution. Her strategies of statistical analysis and cooperation helped to alter maternal and child health care in Wisconsin. 
The Industrial Revolution - The Industrial Revolution was a period of rapid growth in the use of machines in manufacturing and production.  It began in Great Britain, and this revolution quickly moved to the United States. 
 Interchangeable Parts - Eli Whitney developed the use of interchangeable parts in his manufacturing of muskets.  This revolutionary process would eventually invent mass production, which is still impacting us today. 
John Muir & the Sierra Club - A dedicated environmentalist named John Muir helped establish the Sierra Club in 1892.  The group was established to reform our country in regards to environmental causes.  The group’s goals were to explore, enjoy, and preserve the natural environment.  Although born in Scotland, Muir immigrated into Wisconsin in 1849.  He truly is the Wisconsin leader in environmental concerns. 
Literature (e.g., Common Sense, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, The Jungle, Spring Green) - Many important pieces of American literature are examples of literature’s ability to communicate a strong message to people. 
The Manhattan Project - The Manhattan Project was the U.S. government’s program to create the atomic bomb.  They created Little Boy and Fat Man, plutonium and uranium bombs.   
Mann, Horace, Educational Reformer - The Massachusetts lawyer Horace Mann was a leader in the fight for free elementary schools.  This educational reformer along with other educational leaders worked to provide public education.  He also was the first to set up normal schools-schools for educating teachers. 
Model T: Henry Ford Revolutionizes the Auto Industry - Henry Ford and his Model T will truly revolutionize the automobile  industry.  He used mass production to bring down the cost of cars.  Ford first used the assembly line in 1914, and by 1925 the cost of a Model T  was only $ 260.00. 
Morse Code - Morse Code is a system of representing letters, numbers, and punctuation marks by means of a code signal sent intermittently.  A line was constructed between Baltimore and Washington and the first message was sent of May 24, 1844. 

Nuclear Power - This very large topic would need to be narrowed down to something specific.  Perhaps, the Manhattan Project, Einstein, Oppenheimer, etc. would be better.    
Oberlin College - In 1837, Oberlin College of Ohio was the first college in the United States to admit men and women. More reforms in education for women followed.  Including the admittance of the 1st Black women to receive a degree in 1862.  
Octagon House in Wisconsin - Octagon houses were an architectural fad throughout the U.S., including Wisconsin during the 1850’s and 1860’s. Promoters of these octagonal-shaped homes attempted to reform building construction by making houses cheaper, more durable, more efficient, and healthier. 
Oppenheimer, J. Robert, Manhattan Project Leader - Oppenheimer was one of the key scientists, who created the atomic bomb.  He encountered difficulties and troubles with such a controversial item like the atomic bomb.  Many of his troubles stemmed from his socialist beliefs.  
Pony Express - A fast mail service crossing the North American continent from the Missouri River to the Pacific coast, operating from April 1860 to November 1861. Messages were carried on horseback across the prairies, plains, deserts, and mountains of the United States. The Pony Express demonstrated that a unified transcontinental system could be built and operated continuously the year around-something that had previously been regarded as impossible.  
Schurz, Margarethe Meyer & the First Kindergarten - In Watertown, Wisconsin, Margarethe Meyer Schurz opened the first Kindergarten.  This reform in the field of education has had long-lasting effects on our country.
Smallpox - Smallpox has a long history of use as a weapon.  After being wiped out as naturally occurring disease it has reinforced as a possible terrorist weapon.  Is it our nation’s responsibility or a world responsibility to control diseases like smallpox. 
Sears, Roebuck and Company – A pioneer in the mail-order catalog business, Sears, Roebuck and Company grew to become one of the largest chains of retail merchandise stores in the world.  For several decades in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the Sears Roebuck catalog was one of rural America’s most vital links to the cornucopia of material goods being produced for sale in a rapidly urbanizing, industrializing country. 
Technological Advances of Wisconsin's Farms - The silos of Wisconsin are one of the state's principal symbols, one of the most striking features of it's agricultural landscape, and one of the key technological discoveries that made year-round commercial milk production possible; revolutionizing agriculture, farm life, and the farm landscape in Wisconsin.   
Telegraph – The telegraph first demonstrated by Samuel F.B. Morse in 1844, played an important role in the economic, political, and the social life of the United States throughout the Gilded Age and Progressive Era.  Although its primary users were business and press associations, the railroads also used the telegraph to signal train movements, and ordinary people used it to send notifications of births, deaths, and other important events in their life. 
Telephone – In the era of Reconstruction, the electric telegraph remained the only option for long-distance communication.  Because the telegraph required expert translation of Morse Code and was limited to sending and receiving one message at a time, a race among scientist ensued for improvements that all believed would prove lucrative. 
Transportation Revolution - During the 1800’s, the U.S. experienced a rapid growth in the speed and convenience of transportation.  The expansion of roads and canals helped create this revolution, but it was the invention of the steamboat and the railroad that truly propelled this rapid growth.   
Transcontinental Railroad: Connecting the East and the West - The transcontinental railroad connected the East and the West on May 10, 1869.  This led to a massive exchange and encounter between people in all parts of the nation.                                                       

Warfarin - Wisconsin was at the forefront in diagnosing and treating tuberculosis and was one of the first states to begin skin testing in 1927.  University of  Wisconsin - Madison Professor Karl Paul Link searched for a cure to a cattle-hemorrhaging disease and his discovery led to the creation of  Warfarin (also called coumarin), which was used as a poison to kill rodents. Warfarin ultimately became a boon in the treatment of cardiovascular disease. 
Wisconsin School for the Deaf in Delavan, WI - In 1853, the Wisconsin School for the Deaf opened to the public.  Since that time, thousands of Wisconsin deaf students have gone there to be educated in the most up-to-date methods.  In the 1990’s, the school changed considerably. Most of the deaf students in Wisconsin are now educated in their own public school districts. 
Wright, Frank Lloyd & His Architectural Revolution - Frank Lloyd Wright was an architectural innovator who felt that better architecture could change the way people lived and thereby improves society as a whole. His Wisconsin buildings illustrate his revolutionary ideas in using materials and technology to shape space and address the problems and issues of twentieth century life.  

 

  Wisconsin and Marathon County

1968 Election Presidential Primary (Eugene McCarthy) in Marathon County – The election of 1968 was a very interesting and intriguing event in Marathon County. This reaction symbolized the local support for Eugene McCarthy for president. 
  
African Americans in Early Wisconsin - In the early 1800’s African Americans established permanent residence in Wisconsin. African Americans contributed to Wisconsin in many ways and established many communities. 
  
Anti-Vietnam War in Marathon County - The anti-war revolution was strong in Marathon County, as well as many other parts of Wisconsin.  Too often the very large demonstrations that occurred in Washington, D.C. get all of the attention.  Local demonstrations were a major part of this movement. 

Antiwar Protests of Vietnam War at UW-Madison and/or the Bombing of Sterling Hall - During the U.S. intervention in several Vietnam military antiwar protests occurred in Madison and around the state.   This revolution was seen in the many parts of our country, specifically in Madison. 
Babcock, Stephen and the Butterfat Tester - Professor Stephen Babcock from UW-Madison started a revolution in the dairy industry with his invention of the Butterfat Tester. 
"Bennett Law" (Educational Reform) - The history of Wisconsin's educational system is closely tied to the history of the state. Various measures were taken in response to large numbers of European immigrants. For example, the "Bennett Law," enacted in 1889, required school attendance of children seven to 14 years, provided for a fine for parents who did not comply, and required that instruction be in English. 
"Boston Milk Party" - During the Great Depression of the 1930's, the prices of farm products dropped, while farmers' production and shipping costs increased. In 1933, small Wisconsin dairy farmers turned to what they called a "Boston Milk Party." In a series of strikes, they withheld milk and blocked it from the market. 
Bovay, Alvay and the Republican Party - The Republican Party originated in Ripon, WI in the 1850’s.  Alvay Bovay was one of the party’s earliest leaders. 
Ceresco, (A Commune of Wisconsin) - In 1844, a group of 19 men and one boy set out from Kenosha to found a commune far from "the world of jargon, contention and confusion." The community was named Ceresco. The remnants of Ceresco can still be seen in the present day town of Ripon. 
Civil Liberties of Wisconsinites and National Security during World War I - During the WWI, German Americans, especially those living in Wisconsin at the time, had to encounter prejudice and discrimination.  For example, the German language was removed from some Wisconsin schools during this time period. 
Clarenbach, Kathryn F. and the National Organization of Women (NOW) - Clarenbach was powerful writer, an eloquent speaker, and a social reformer on many issues, including the protection of individual rights, justice, and world peace.  Many laws in Wisconsin regarding women’s rights were made after lawmakers consulted her.  More importantly, she was one of the co-founders of NOW. 
Colonel Hans Christian Heg - Colonel Hans Christian Heg was leader of the Wisconsin 15th Regiment, a Norwegian regiment, in the civil war. He was killed in the Battle of Chickamauga in Georgia and was the highest ranked Wisconsin officer killed in the war. 
Deitz, John and His Stand Against Chippewa Lumber & Boom Co. – In the early 1900’s, logging was a major industry in Wisconsin. A man named John Deitz bought 160 acres of land near Chippewa Lumber & Boom Co.’s Cameron dam on Thornapple River in Sawyer County. When the lumber company came to log along this land, the farm deed had incorrectly omitted the company’s dam and flowage rights. But Deitz was there, with his Winchester to keep the logging company at bay. For years there was a face-off and finally in 1910, Deitz took his final stand, in a shoot-out, Deitz shot and killed Deputy Oscar Harp. 
Dr. Kate Pelham Newcomb – In 1931, Kate Pelham Newcomb started up a medical practice. On snowshoes, by canoe and by long treks through snowy logging roads Dr. Kate reached many patients. The area had a doctor but desperately needed a hospital, with only $3,000 in hand, a hospital was begun. Yet the hospital was still greatly in debt, so with the help of local children a million-penny campaign was begun and donations started to pour in. When the hospital was still $30,000 in debt, Dr. Kate’s story went to Hollywood. She was then summoned to what she thought would be a conference, when in all reality it was the popular “This Is Your Life” program. 
Draft in the Civil War - The Civil War brought about the Conscription Act and the national draft of men into the military.  Students could investigate the various encounters and exchanges between soldiers and their draft experience as well as draft resistance in Wisconsin and infamously in New York City. 
Early Tourism in Northern Wisconsin - The growth of popularity of the automobile affected many aspects of American life, including the country's architecture. The automobile -- and the tourist industry it helped to grow - brought about a number of new building forms. Wisconsin, with its early tourist industry, was certainly affected by these changes. Motels with giant neon signs, drive-up diners in glass and steel, quaint or rustic tourist cabins, and of course the now ever-present gasoline service station, all appeared and multiplied between 1920 and 1940. 
Eleazor Williams - Called "The Lost Dauphin" Williams was a missionary with the Oneida Indians in the early 1800's.  It is possible that he was actually a child of the royal family of France who escaped during the revolution. 
Farmer Protest (NFO) in Marathon County - Marathon County has one of the largest percentages of farmers in the state of Wisconsin.  The National Farmers’ Organization was and still is a reform group found in Marathon County. 
Father Groppi  - Father Groppi was the most famous civil rights leader of Milwaukee during the 1960’s.  He was well known for his compassion toward the African-American community.  He faced many difficulties in his struggle in  the Civil Rights Movement.  This is a great state topic with national connections. 
Fennimore's Narrow Gauge Railroad - The impact of railroads in Wisconsin, linking the countryside to the city and farms to markets, can be found throughout the state. The Fennimore Railroad Historical Society, home of the "Dinky," contains details of Fennimore's narrow gauge train. 
Garden Homes is a Milwaukee - Garden Homes is a Milwaukee Socialist housing experiment from the 1910s. Milwaukee’s socialist city government built the land and homes on this housing experiment, and stock was sold to occupants of homes in an attempt to provide better housing for workers. 
German Music - Between 1850 and 1900, thousands of German families moved to Wisconsin. The German culture has had a huge impact on Wisconsin, especially in music. Polka was the most popular music from the 1800’s to through 1950, when rock took over. The polka became the Wisconsin state dance in 1994.    
General Vang Pao-The Hmong Army's leader helped to rescue downed American pilots and launched raids against the Communist Laotians. After the Vietnam War, General Pao helped the Hmong assimilate into American culture and made great strides in educating men to value women. 
Glaciers - The Wisconsin countryside’s encounter with ice has left Wisconsin with some beautiful, hilly regions (e.g. the Kettle Moraine area).  Examine what occurs when glaciers pass over land. 
Glover, Joshua (Fugitive Slave Act) - By the 1850's, Wisconsin had become known for its support for the abolition of slavery and its opposition to the 1850 Federal Fugitive Slave Act. A significant example of this can be seen in the story of runaway slave Joshua Glover. 
Goodwell, Lavinia, Leader for Female Lawyers in Wisconsin - Lavinia Goodwell, the first woman lawyer in Wisconsin, paved the way for female lawyers. 
Greendale Housing Project - Greendale was a depression era housing project built as part of the federal government work relief program. The Milwaukee suburban community was built entirely from scratch using the most progressive city planning theories and houses were communally owned.  In an effort to combat the economic effects of the Great Depression, the Federal government initiated a number of public works programs throughout the country. The results of these federal policies remain evident in our communities today. 
Halyard, Wilbur and Ardie Halyard - This young couple moved to Wisconsin in 1920.  Here they worked on reforming the rights of blacks in Wisconsin.  They organized the Columbia Savings and Loan Association, which lent money to African-Americans interested in buying homes.  Wilbur refused to accept a salary for many years.  Ardie led the Milwaukee and Wisconsin chapters of the National Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).   
Hilton Hanna - Hilton Hanna is one of Wisconsin’s most outspoken advocates for social  reform.  This African-American is a world traveler, educator, and union   leader who spoke out against racism. 
Harvey, Cordelia Perrine - Cordelia Harvey was the First Lady of Wisconsin in the early 1860’s, when married to Wisconsin Governor Louis P. Harvey.  Although the governor drowned during the Civil War, Cordelia continued to inspect military hospitals.  She was a reformer in the field of military medicine.  She even persuaded President Lincoln to establish an Army hospital in Madison. 
Hmong Migration to Central Wisconsin  - The relationships between the Hmong of Laos and the people of Central  Wisconsin provide an interesting story of two cultures meeting. 
Hunter, Amy Louise: Reformer of Public Health - Amy Louise Hunter oversaw the Bureau of Maternal and Child Health of the Wisconsin Board of Health from 1935-1960, and in the course of her work, participated in no less than a public health revolution. Her strategies of statistical analysis and cooperation helped to alter maternal and child health care in Wisconsin. 
Italian Miners and Communities in Hurley - In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, many Italians traveled to northern Wisconsin to work in iron mines. Many Italians brought their families and gathered money from mining and other work to start their own businesses. 
James Ada: Women's Rights to Vote Leaders - Ada James was one of Wisconsin leading suffragists, a vocal supporter of Susan B. Anthony and women's right to vote. 
Jennings, Janet, A Women in the Revolution of Caring for Soldiers - A native of Monroe, WI, Janet Jennings became a skilled nurse by caring and treating the wounded Union soldiers during the Civil War.  She was based in Washington, D.C., and she would also serve as a nurse in the Spanish-American War of 1898.  She was 59 years old at the time.  She is best known for her books on the Civil War. 
John Muir and the Sierra Club - A dedicated environmentalist named John Muir helped establish the Sierra Club in 1892.  The group is established to reform our country in regards to environmental causes.  The group’s goals are to explore, enjoy, and preserve the natural environment.  Although born in Scotland, Muir immigrated into Wisconsin in 1849.  He truly is the Wisconsin leader in environmental concerns. 
Kander, Lizzie Black "The Jane Adams of Milwaukee" - Lizzie Black Kander's social work among Russian, Jewish immigrants earned her the nickname "Jane Addams of Milwaukee." 
LaFollette, Robert M, Wisconsin's Progressive Leader - Wisconsin gained the reputation as the model of Progressive reform by initiating substantial legislative reforms and their subsequent promotion by forward-thinking leaders. As governor, Robert M. LaFollette's charisma and drive encouraged an environment open to change in the state and helped institute legislative reforms. After his election to the U.S. Senate, La Follette showcased Wisconsin as the shining example of progressive reforms and was never far removed home-state politics. 
Leroy Gore's Response to Senator Joe McCarthy - Senator Joe McCarthy's actions taken in response to the Cold War can be examined through the eyes of a Wisconsin citizen who tried to stop him, namely Leroy Gore. 
Lumber Barons of Wisconsin - A surprisingly outspoken lumberman wrote in 1876 that the lumber barons were "not only burning the candle at both ends . . . but cutting it in two, and setting [a] match to the four ends to enable them to double the process of exhaustion." The economic importance of the lumber industry and the reaction and response to the northern land once the timber supply was depleted can be explored. 
McCarthyism & Free Speech during the Cold War - Free speech during the Cold War is an interesting topic to research. Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin (from the Appleton area) began a campaign against Communists in February of 1950.  He claimed that the State Department was “thoroughly infested with Communists. 
McGovern, Francis: Cleaning Up Corruption in Milwaukee - Francis McGovern, a crusading Milwaukee district attorney from 1905-1909 and later Wisconsin governor (1911-1915), made a name for himself by cleaning up corruption in Milwaukee. His work led to numerous indictments of corrupt officials. 
Meir, Golda - This woman from Wisconsin ranks as one of the 20th century’s most important world leaders.  She first lived in Milwaukee, and then she devoted her life to reforming the world and eliminating prejudice.  She and her husband moved to Palestine and helped organize the government of Israel.  She was ambassador to the Soviet Union, and in 1969, she made history when she became the first woman to win election as a nation’s prime minister. 
Milton House (The Underground Railroad in Wisconsin) - This house was constructed by Underground Railroad conductor and Wisconsin pioneer Joseph Goodrich.  Joseph Goodrich believed in the rights of humans and got involved in the Underground Railroad to help achieve those rights. 
Milwaukee County Home for Dependent Children - The Milwaukee County Home for Dependent Children provided temporary care for the poor and dependent children of Milwaukee County who did not qualify for state care during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Milwaukee NAACP Youth League's Marches in 1967 - The Milwaukee NAACP Youth League held a series of daily marches for open housing in 1967. Their main target was what they saw as the bastion of housing discrimination - the South Side of Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee's Socialist Party - The election of Milwaukee mayor Emil Seidel in 1910 as the first Socialist mayor began a period in which Milwaukee's Socialist Party controlled the mayor's office for all but four of the next 30 years and meant significant reform in the city government. 
Milwaukee United School Integration Committee's (MUSIC) Boycotts - In 1964-1966, the Milwaukee United School Integration Committee (MUSIC) held a series of boycotts of segregated schools, one of which lasted 35 days.   
Oshkosh Woodworkers' Strike - In 1898 a strike by woodworkers in Oshkosh generated some of the most dramatic moments in the history of women in Wisconsin. 
1968 Election Presidential Primary (Eugene McCarthy) in Marathon County - The election of 1968 was a very interesting and intriguing event in Marathon County.  This reaction symbolized the local support for Eugene McCarthy for president. 
Northern Wisconsin and/or Stop Treaty Abuse (STA) & Dean Christ Stop Treaty - Abuse involves the rights and responsibilities of both Native Americans, non-native Americans, and the federal government.  This highly controversial topic has many primary sources available because STA is primarily a Wisconsin group. The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled that the Chippewa Treaty provided the right for Chippewa Indians to spearfish.    
Novitiate of Shawano County  - In the early 1973, Wisconsin Native Americans took over this religious center in Central Wisconsin.  These Native Americans fought for the rights of Native Americans. This violent meeting in nearby Shawano County truly demonstrates the feelings of both sides on such a heated topic. 
Obey's, David, Reforms Through Politics - Dave Obey has been a representative in the House of Representatives for over 30 years.  His influence and his reforms throughout his career has been instrumental in the area of political reform. 
Octagon House in Wisconsin - Octagon houses were an architectural fad throughout the U.S., including Wisconsin during the 1850s and 1860s. Promoters of these octagonal-shaped homes attempted to reform building construction by making houses cheaper, more durable, more efficient, and healthier. 
Opposition to World War I in Marathon County - World War I was fought from 1914 to 1918.  American entered this war in 1917.  Support for America during this war was not strong in Marathon County.  Why?  One of the reasons for this reaction to this war was the fact that Marathon County had thousands of recent immigrants from Germany (at that time). 
Oshkosh Woodworkers’ Strike of 1898 - In 1898, Oshkosh Woodworkers struck.  Much state attention was drawn to Oshkosh.  These workers struck to demand better working conditions. In opposition, the workers and the employers did encounter each other.  
Ozaukee County Draft Riots - November 12, 1862, drafts began in Wisconsin.  A mob started fires and marched around town shouting, “NO DRAFT!” 
Paine, Byron - Byron Paine was the most romantic figure ever to sit on the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  His family members were strong abolitionists.  Paine was an ally of Sherman both (Wisconsin abolitionist).  He became circuit judge in 1856 and Supreme Court Justice in 1859. 
Polish Immigrants in Portage County - Many Polish immigrants traveled to Wisconsin starting in 1857. By 1920, 11% of Wisconsin’s foreign-born population were Polish and were second in numbers only to Germans. 
Polish Immigration: Encountering Difficulties Coming to America to gain political and economic rights - Numerous Polish immigrants came to America at the turn of the century due to a lack of political and economic rights in their homeland.   These immigrants faced many difficulties, but they persevered.   This ethnic group also led to settlement of parts of the United States, and parts of Wisconsin. 
Prohibition in Wisconsin – On January 16th, 1920, Prohibition signaled the last call for 9,656 Wisconsin saloons. Wisconsin was dragged kicking and screaming into temperance. After all, Milwaukee breweries employed 6,000 workers and slaked a major share of the nation’s thirst for beer. While prohibition lasted 13 years, ultimately, the dry law disappeared. And on April 7th, 1933, liquor was once again legalized. 
Protests Against Native American Practices in Wisconsin - Among a handful of other states (Minnesota, Oregon and Washington), Wisconsin in the late 1980s and early 1990s has been the location of significant, controversial, and sometimes-violent protests against Native American practices granted through U.S. treaties. In Wisconsin, the controversy affected members of the Ojibwa tribe and especially conflicts over spear fishing. 
Quinney, John W. - John W. Quinney was a Mohican Indian leader who was born in the East.  In 1828, Quinney led more than 300 Stockbridge and Delaware (Munsee Band) Indians to an area south of Kaukauna, Wisconsin.  This leader and reformer led these Indians and also developed a new constitution.  Stockbridge, Wisconsin is a small village named after these Indians. 
Rehnquist, William H. - William H. Rehnquist was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on October 1, 1924; and served as Justice of the United States Supreme Court from 1972 to 1986, and Chief Justice from 1986 until 2005. 
Reverend Olympia Brown - Reverend Olympia Brown, a minister in Racine, WI wanted to vote.  Women could only vote “at any election pertaining to school matters.”  In 1887, Reverend Brown and friends went to the polls to vote on the whole ballot. They were refused the right to vote. 
Revolution in Native American Groups of Wisconsin - A revolution occurred in Native American society when groups shifted from a hunter-gatherer mobile and seasonal way of life to a more settled, village existence that developed around agriculture: as the deliberate planning and harvesting of crops became incorporated into prehistoric Native American ways of life in Wisconsin over a thousand years ago. 
  
Ripon, WI (Birthplace of the Republican Party) - The simple one-story clapboard building on the southeast corner of Blackburn and Blossom streets in Ripon is generally regarded as the birthplace of the Republican Party. 
  
Riots of 1967 in Milwaukee - Riots began with an incident at John Tucker’s home, where none policemen were shot and one died.  Mayor Maier declared a state of emergency.  No one was let out of their houses and the National Guard was brought in.  That state of emergency lasted for ten days.   
  
Schurz, Margarethe Meyer and the first Kindergarten - In Watertown, Wisconsin, Margarethe Meyer Schurz opened the first Kindergarten.  This reform in the field of education has had long-lasting effects on our country. 
  
Socialism in Marathon County - Socialism is technically the economic system in which the government or the workers own and operate the means of production.  Socialism as a movement was very strong in parts of Wisconsin.  Some mayors of Milwaukee were members of the Socialist Party.  In Marathon County, socialism was a reform group, which influenced and changed the county. 
  
Technological Advances of Wisconsin's Farms - The silos of Wisconsin are one the state's principal symbols, one of the most striking features of it's agricultural landscape, and one of the key technological discoveries that made year-round commercial milk production possible; revolutionizing agriculture, farm life, and the farm landscape in Wisconsin. 
  
The Great Peshtigo Fire - The Peshtigo fire in 1871 did more damage and killed more people than the great Chicago fire, but is not nearly as recognized as it. Over 2,000 people were killed and there were about $169 million in damages. 
  
Trees for Tomorrow - Between 1860 and 1900, lumbermen cut most of the huge trees in northern Wisconsin.  Trees for Tomorrow are an organization, which helps Wisconsinites preserve forests and respect our environment.  This organization started in 1944. 
  
Unemployment Compensation Law - In 1921, Henry Huber wrote an unemployment compensation bill. Johnson Wax of Racine, WI had already setup a similar unemployment compensation program for its company.  In 1930, an unemployment compensation law was passed.  Wisconsin became the first state to have income insurance for unemployed workers.  Since 1930, millions of dollars have been paid to jobless workers in our state. 
  
Warfarin - Wisconsin was at the forefront in diagnosing and treating tuberculosis and was one of the first states to begin skin testing in 1927.  University of Wisconsin - Madison Professor Karl Paul Link searched for a cure to a cattle-hemorrhaging disease and his discovery led to the creation of Warfarin (also called coumarin), which was used as a poison to kill rodents. Warfarin ultimately became a boon in the treatment of cardiovascular disease. 
  
Weber, Frank, a Socialist Leader - Frank Weber, born near Milwaukee was a pioneer member of the Socialist party and of the Federal Trades Council in 1887. He also founded the Wisconsin State Federation of Labor and organized the seamen's unions for the Knights of Labor and the brewery workers in Milwaukee. Weber also served eight years in the legislature and was a leading figure in the fight for the Workingmen's Compensation Act, old age pensions, and other progressive legislation. 
  
Willard, Frances E. - In 1846, Willard’s parents moved her to a small farmstead near Janesville, Wisconsin.  By the 1870’s, Frances Willard had become a national leader in the temperance movement.  The temperance movement was a reform of the consumption on alcohol in this country.  She was even elected president of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU).  In 1883, she traveled to every state and territory in the United States and gave speeches there.  
  
Wisconsin labor Movement - Movement started before statehood. The bricklayer’s union was in Milwaukee as early as 1847. Labor force reckoned with during the “Bay View Riots.” 
  
Wisconsin Idea - In the early 1900’s, the title The Wisconsin Idea referred to a series of laws that were passed in Wisconsin from 1903 to 1913.   Some of these famous laws include: the Direct Primary Law, the University of Wisconsin, Civil Service Law, Public Utilities Commission, a new method of taxing, laws protecting the safety of workers, etc.  The Wisconsin Idea helped Wisconsin become a leader among the states. 
  
Wisconsin Logging to Farming - In the late 1800’s much of Wisconsin’s forests were gone because of logging. Professor William Henry in the agricultural department at the University of Wisconsin attempted to sell the logged land to immigrants to be farmed. 
  
Wisconsin School for the Deaf in Delavan, WI - In 1853, the Wisconsin School for the Deaf opened to the public.  Since that time, thousands of Wisconsin deaf students have gone there to be educated in the most up-to-date methods.  In the 1990’s, the school changed considerably. Most of the deaf students in Wisconsin are now educated in their own public school districts. 
Wisconsin's Stand on the Death Penalty (July 12, 1853) - On July 12, 1853, the state legislature abolished the death penalty, and to this day Wisconsin remains one of the few states that does not have the death penalty. 
  
Wisconsin State Parks/Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources - Various schools, post offices, and other public buildings, as well as improvements to our park and state forests and sewer and filtration systems are a few examples of places to examine. 
  
Wright, Frank Lloyd and His Architectural Revolution - Frank Lloyd Wright was an architectural innovator who felt that better architecture could change the way people lived and thereby improves society as a whole. His Wisconsin buildings illustrate his revolutionary ideas in using materials and technology to shape space and address the problems and issues of twentieth century life. 
Worker's Compensation Law of Wisconsin (First in the Nation) - The 1911 session of the Wisconsin legislature was one of the most important in the state's history - passing the nation's first workers compensation law as well as other major reforms. 
Youmans, Theodora Winton, the Wisconsin Women Suffrage Association - As president of the Wisconsin Woman Suffrage Association and as assistant editor and "suffrage writer" of the Waukesha Freeman, Theodora Winton Youmans led the Wisconsin woman suffrage movement from 1913-1920, from defeat to victory in less than a decade.

Women’s Rights 
19th Amendment – The 19th Amendment was the definitive amendment, which gave women the right to vote in 1920. “No citizen may be denied the right to vote because she is a woman.” This was not the beginning, nor the end of the reform for women’s rights. This reform continues today. 
Adams, Abigail, Women's Rights Leader During the Colonial Period – Abigail Adams, the wife of John Adams, was an outspoken reformer for women’s rights. She constantly tried to persuade early American leaders, like her husband, the importance of reform for the rights of women. 
Barton, Clara – Organizer of the first American Red Cross, she was a teacher, nurse, and humanitarian. 
Anthony, Susan Brownell -  was a prominent American civil rights leader who played a pivotal role in the 19th century women’s rights movement to secure women’s sufferage in the united states. 
Belle LaFollette, a Wisconsin Suffragist and Politician’s Wife – Belle LaFollette's role as a suffragist had a major impact on the Progressive Era "women's movement." 
Brown, Olympia – She was born in Prairie Ronde, Michigan. She attended Mount Holyoke College (then called Mount Holyoke Female Seminary) from 1854-55. She then transferred to, and graduated from, Antioch College in 1860. She was the first woman to graduate at a regularly established theological school (St. Lawrence University) in 1863. In that same year she also became the first woman to achieve full ministerial standing recognized by a denomination, as an ordained Universalist minister. In comparison, Antoinette Brown was ordained as a minister by a Congregationalist Church in 1853, but this was not recognized by her denomination[1]. In 1873 she married John Henry Willis. 
Clarenbach, Kathryn F. & the National Organization of Women (NOW) – Clarenbach was powerful writer, an eloquent speaker, and a social reformer on many issues, including the protection of individual rights, justice, and world peace. Many laws in Wisconsin regarding women’s rights were made after lawmakers consulted her. More importantly, she was one of the co-founders of NOW. 
Declaration of Sentiments – At the Seneca Falls Convention, the organizers wrote a Declaration of Sentiments, which was modeled on the language of the Declaration of Independence. This was a document that started a revolution for women’s rights. 
Dyer, Mary – Mary Dyer was a Puritan, who left England in 1635 to come to Massachusetts. It was in Massachusetts where she encountered, severe persecution by her fellow Puritans. In fact, she would be hung for her beliefs. 
Feminism – Feminism was the movement to win political and social equality for women. Any of the feminist leaders, who fought for women’s rights, would also work for a great topic. 
Frank, Anne – Survived the holocaust, made famous for her diary she wrote during hiding from the Nazi’s. 
Gannett, Deborah Sampson – Deborah Sampson Gannett disguised herself as a man and fought in the Revolutionary War until it was discovered that she was a woman, at which time her military career was ended. Deborah Sampson Gannett came face-to-face with many men, many of them were against having women in the military. 
Goodwell, Lavinia, Leader for Female Lawyers in Wisconsin – Lavinia Goodwell, was the first woman lawyer in Wisconsin, and she paved the way for female lawyers. 
James, Ada Women's Rights to Vote Leaders – Ada James was one of Wisconsin leading suffragists, a vocal supporter of Susan B. Anthony and women's right to vote. 
Lowell System – Francis Cabot Lowell had traveled to Britain before the War of 1812. He came back to the U.S. with two ideas: 1) the water-powered loom; 2) employ young unmarried women from local farms. This was a revolution in the textile industry; moreover, it reformed the workplace and gave women jobs. 
Margaret Saenger: Champion of Birth Control – Margaret Saenger was a reformer in the field of birth control. Her work began an exploration in women’s health rights. 
Meyer, Anna – In 1944 Anna Meyer, who was only 15 years old at the time, played in a women's Pro-baseball league. She encountered opposition because of her age and because of the all women's leagues to which she belonged. 
Seneca Falls Convention – In 1848, the first major meeting to discuss women’s rights was held in Seneca Falls, New York. Lucretia Motts and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were two of the more influential leaders in attendance. This convention was a revolution as well as a reform in the area of women’s rights. 
Sewall, May Wright – An educator, suffragist, and peace advocate, May Wright Sewall served as an invaluable ally to such national suffrage leaders as Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and gave the woman’s movement an international focus through her pioneering involvement with the American National Council of Women and the International Council of Women. 
Wells, Ida B. – Ida B. Wells, (July 16, 1862 – March 25, 1931), later known as Ida Wells-Barnett, was an African American civil rights advocate, and led a strong cause against lynching. She was a fearless anti-lynching crusader, suffragist, women's rights advocate, journalist and speaker.   
Women’s Emancipation – Emma Goldman wrote the tragedy of Women’s Emancipation. It asked for economic justice. It also asked for peace or harmony between the sexes, and for equal rights among men and women. 
Women’s Movement – From Elizabeth Cady Stanton to Lucretia Motts to Gloria Steinem, women’s rights have progressed over centuries. It started in Seneca Falls, New York without the countless women that worked very hard, women would not hold the rights they have now. 
Women’s Suffrage – Throughout the winter of 1917, Alice Paul and followers in the National Women’s Party stood outside the White House with signs. The signs called for liberty for women. These picketers were assaulted and the police did not protect them. 
Youmans, Theodora Winton, the Wisconsin Woman Suffrage Association – As president of the Wisconsin Woman Suffrage Association and as assistant editor and "suffrage writer" of the Waukesha Freeman, Theodora Winton Youmans led the Wisconsin woman suffrage movement from 1913-1920, from defeat to victory in less than a decade.

American Heroes 
Adams, Samuel – Sam Adams was an American Patriot.   He worked for American Independence from Britain.  His visions and courage helped make it possible for the United States of America to exist. 
Addams, Jane – Jane Addams set up houses called Hull House that helped immigrants make a better life for themselves in America. 
Ali, Muhammad – Muhammad Ali was a very famous boxer.  He was on the boxing team for the 1960 Olympics were he won a gold medal in the light-heavy weights competition.  Later he was stripped of his heavyweight title in 1967 for refusing to go and fight in the Vietnam War. 
Allen, Ethan – Allen was a fearless freedom fighter that was never afraid to back down from a fight.  He defended his state and country. 
Anthony, Susan B. – Susan B. Anthony was very involved with the fight for Women’s Rights. Along with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony organized the first women’s right convention in Seneca Falls. 
Armstrong, Neil – Neil Armstrong was the first man on the moon.  He was on one of the first successful missions to the moon. 
Attucks, Crispus – Crispus Attucks was a slave to a farmer named William Brown.  Later he ran away and worked as a rope maker and a sailor on whaling ships.  He was involved with the Boston Massacre, may have attempted to grab one of the British soldiers guns. 
Baldwin, James – James Baldwin was an African American author of novels, essays, and short stories.  Baldwin tried to bridge the gap of understanding between the races. 
Barton, Clara – During the Civil War’s first Battle of Bull Run hundreds of soldiers lay injured and dying.  Clara Barton appeared and calmly gave orders and comforted injured soldiers, bandaged their wounds and took water to them.  She then spent the rest of her life saving peoples lives.  She also was the founder of the Red Cross. 
Bates, Daisy – Daisy Bates was a civil-rights activist.  She was the president of the state conference of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  She and other members of NAACP believed that Little Rock Nine should integrate its schools right away but the city put off making any changes. 
Beckwourth, Jim – Jim Beckwourth was one of the many courageous Americans who set out to explore that wild and untamed world.  Jim Beckwourth was one of the bravest. 
Boone, Daniel – Daniel Boone was an early settler that survived everything from Indian attacks to harsh weather to lack of food.  Daniel Boone was one of the most heroic and best known of these early settlers. 
Bowie, James – James Bowie was well known as one of the West’s bravest adventures. 
Bradley, Omar – Omar Bradley became one of the most important generals in American History.  He helped lead the U.S. and it’s allies to victory during World War 2.  
Brown, John – John Brown was violently opposed to slavery.  Throughout his life John Brown fought against slavery any way he could.  Eventually he gave up his life for his beliefs. 
Bunche, Ralph – Ralph Bunche was a soldier of peace who after World War 2 worked to make sure that there would never again be such a devastating war. 
Byrd, Richard E. – Richard E. Byrd was one of the bravest polar explorers who devoted his life to solving the mysteries of the most remote and forbidding places on Earth. 
Carson, Kit – Kit Carson worked as a trapper and hunter, a guild in the unmapped West, a soldier in the Civil War, and a government representative to Native American tribes.  He was a true hero of the American West. 
Carson, Rachel – Rachel Carson worked to protect the Earth.  Her book Silent Spring changed the way people looked at the world. 
Chapman, John – John Chapman is also known as Johnny Appleseed.  He lived through a very poor childhood.  When he grew older he realized the value of apples they could be used for lots of things and could be stored for a while.  He decided that an apple orchard would be beneficial and he started collecting seeds and plating them for other people so they could have apple orchards in their towns. 
Chavez, Cesar – Cesar Chavez stepped forward to help migrant workers find fair treatment and respect. 
Crazy Horse – Crazy Horse was the leader of the Oglala Sioux.  His tribe suffered horribly in the hands of the United States Army. 
Crockett, Davy – Davy Crockett worked to help others stake their claim on the American Frontier.  During this process he became an American Legend. 
Benjamin O. Davis Jr. – Benjamin O. Davis Jr. became one of the most powerful and respected men in the military service. 
DeVaca, Cabeza – Spanish explorer in North America, born in Spain about 1490 and died there about 1559. 
Dooley, Thomas A. – Thomas A. Dooley along with some of his friends started a hospital in Laos because the country of three million people only had one doctor and they became American heroes. 
Douglass, Frederick – Frederick Douglass was a powerful voice for freedom.  His house also became a stop on the Underground Railroad.  Douglass also spoke out against segregation. 
Earhart, Amelia – Amelia Earhart became the first woman to fly around the world. 
Eisenhower, Dwight D. – Dwight Eisenhower was one of the most powerful U.S. military leaders during World War 2.  Dwight also became the 34th president of the United States. 
Ericsson, Leif – Viking discoverer of the new world, born in Iceland about 980 and died in Greenland about 1050. 
Farragut, David – David Farragut’s bravery and intelligence during the Civil War made him a national hero. 
Franklin, Benjamin – Benjamin Franklin was a man of many talents.  He was a leader of the American Revolution, a scientist, an inventor, a writer, and a statesman who helped shape the nation in many ways. 
Fry, Varian – Varian Fry’s efforts saved thousands of lives during World War 2 but he is a quiet hero and many people do not know his name. 
Geronimo – Geronimo struggled against enormous odds to win freedom for his Apache tribe.  The U.S. first thought of him as a savage but they came to respect him as a brave warrior who would do anything for his people.   
General John "Black Jack" Pershing-While Pershing fought in the raids to try and capture Poncho Villa, he is better known for his part in WW1. Refusing to let American soldiers fight under French or British soldiers, Pershing reorganized the American Army into a modern Army. Leading the American Expeditionary Force (AEF), Pershing helped to turn the tide of the war into Allied favor.
Glenn, John – John Glenn served his country as a war hero, an astronaut, and a U.S. senator. 
Grant, Ulysses S.  – Ulysses S. Grant became one of America’s greatest military heroes as well as the 18th president. 
Guthrie, Woodie – During the middle of the 20th century, he traveled all over the U.S. writing songs that expressed the country’s hopes and dreams. 
Hale, Nathan – Nathan Hale died when he was only 21 years old but his death made him one of America’s most famous heroes. 
Hamer, Fannie Lou – Many people fought to win equal rights for African Americans during the Civil Rights Movement. One of the most courageous of these freedom fighters was a poor, barely educated woman named Fannie Lou Hamer. She risked her life and livelihood to help ensure the right of every African American to vote. 
Hamilton, Alexander – Alexander Hamilton came from simple beginnings, yet he rose to become one of the most powerful men in our history, as the creator of the U.S. economics system. However, his actions and attitude created many enemies and lead to his death. 
Henry, Patrick – During America’s fight for independence from Great Britain, Patrick Henry became known as one of the colonies most fiery speakers. The energy and power of his words helped inspire our nations people and made him one of the most well known figures of the American Revolution. 
Hickok, Wild Bill – During the 1800’s, the Western United States was a dangerous place filled with thieves and murderers. One man who was brave enough to brave such perils was Wild Bill Hickok, one of the most famous figures of the American West. 
Houston, Sam – Texas declared its independence from Mexico in 1836. Sam Houston played an important role in helping Texas win that freedom. Without his further military and political leadership, Texas might not have become the 28th state in 1845. 
Hutchinson, Anne – One of the founding principles of the United States was that everyone would be able to worship whatever religion they wanted. However, during the colonial days, this was not always allowed. Anne Hutchinson was someone who suffered because of her beliefs. Her courage helped bring the idea of religious freedom to all Americans. 
Jackson, Andrew – Until Andrew Jackson, all U.S. presidents had started life in wealthy, well-educated families. Jackson was a rough, tough soldier with humble origins. However, his courage, energy and intelligence made him one of the most popular and important presidents. 
Jefferson, Thomas – Thomas Jefferson combined his intelligence, beliefs, and clear, dramatic writing style to give us the Declaration of Independence one of the most important documents in history. Later, as the third president of the United States, he made a deal that expanded our nations borders, changing the face of our nation forever. 
Jones, John Paul – No one was more important in creating the United States Navy than a young sailor named John Paul Jones. His brave deeds made him the greatest naval hero in U.S. history. 
Mother Jones, “The Grandmother of Agitators” – During the 1800’s and 1900’s, workers all over the U.S. fought bitter, often bloody battles to win their rights and improve working conditions. One of the greatest heroes in this battle was Mary Harris Jones, a woman who looked like a sweet little grandmother. In truth, this “grandmother” was a fiery speaker and an inspiration to workers everywhere. They called her Mother Jones. 
Chief Joseph – Few Native American tribes were as peaceful or friendly to white Americans as the Nez Perce. Yet this tribe became part of a desperate fight against the U.S. government to retain its freedom. The hero of this struggle was the tribes’ leader, Chief Joseph. 
Kennedy, John F. – John F. Kennedy was in poor physical health and almost constant pain. He served as U.S. president for less than three years. Yet he has become one of America’s most fascinating and heroic public figures. 
Kerrey, Bob – Bob Kerrey’s life was completely ordinary until he was severely injured during the Vietnam War. After his recovery, he served his country in a different way, as an elected member of our government. 
King, Billie Jean – For most of the 20th century, female athletes were not treated as well as men. Then Billie Jean King came along and changed the world of sports forever. 
Magellan, Ferdinand – Global navigator sailing for Spain, born in Portugal about 1480 and killed in the Philippine Islands in 1521. (World) 
Martin Luther King Jr. – The 1950’s and 1960’s were a time of great tension of blacks and whites in the U.S. Many people dedicated their lives to ending segregation and winning equal rights for all races. One man, Martin Luther King Jr., became a national figure who gave his life in the fight for justice. 
Kuhn, Maggie – For most of her life, Maggie Kuhn led a quiet, normal existence. However when she was 65 years old, she began the most important work of her life: winning equal rights for the elderly. 
Lee, Robert E. – Robert E. Lee loved his home state of Virginia more than anything else. When Virginia went to war against the U.S. government, Lee became the strongest military leader in a struggle that tore the nation apart. 
Lewis, John L. – John L. Lewis rose from the coal mines to become one of the most powerful labor leaders in the U.S. His dedication to the labor movement improved working conditions for thousands of men and women. 
Meriwether, Lewis and Clark, William – Imagine setting off on journey into the wilderness. You have no idea what lies in the land ahead. There is no speedy way to send word back home, and no way to ask for help. You and your companions are completely on your own, facing harsh and unknown conditions. These were the circumstances that Lewis and Clark faced when they set off into the American West in 1804. The bravery and fortitude of those explorers changed the shape of America. 
Lincoln, Abraham – Abraham Lincoln had a poor childhood, little education, and a failed business. Yet he became president of the United States and led our nation through the most difficult time in history. 
Lindbergh, Charles – When Charles Lindbergh took off from Roosevelt Field in Long Island, New York, he was not trying to become a hero. Yet his 33½-hour flight made him the most famous and admired man in America.   
MacArthur, Douglas – Douglas MacArthur was a man who liked to be in charge. His talent for leadership led him to become one of the most important American military figures of the 20th century. 
Malcolm X – Malcolm x was a controversial figure in American history. He took his anger at racism and the way Black Americans were treated and eventually turned it into something positive as he encouraged black people to take control of their lives. 
Marion, Francis – For most of his life, Francis Marion was an average farmer. Then the American Revolution turned him into a skilled fighter and an American hero. 
Marshall, John – John Marshall was the fourth chief of justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. His legal rulings were so brilliant that they are still used to settle disputes today. 
Marshall, Thurgood – As a lawyer, Thurgood Marshall fought tirelessly for Civil Rights. As the first black justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, he challenged inequality and helped bring fair treatment to people of all races. 
McCain, John – John McCain has faced pressure in many forms as a Naval Pilot, prisoner of war, and a politician. No matter what situation life has placed him in he has always stood firmly for what he believes in. 
Muir, John – John Muir is known as the “father of our national parks.” Because of his dedication and hard work, we can enjoy the beauty of our country’s wild places. 
Murphy, Audie – On January 26th, 1945, Audie Murphy was fighting in the woods of Germany. Six German tanks and several hundred soldiers suddenly attacked him and his men. After ordering his men to take cover in the woods, Audie Murphy stood on top of a burning tank destroyer and began firing its machine gun on the advancing German army. For the next hour, Murphy single-handedly held off 250 German soldiers. Even after he was shot in the leg, he continued to fight.  
Paine, Thomas – Thomas Paine was born in England and did not come to America until he was 37 years old. Yet his patriotic writings made him one of the most beloved and important leaders of American independence. 
Parks, Rosa – For most of the 20th century, black people in the South were forced to live separate lives from white people.  People of different races were not allowed to sit in the same sections in movie theaters, swim in the same pools, eat at the same restaurants, or even sit together on public buses.  In the mid-1950’s, hat began to change, thanks to a woman named Rosa Parks. 
Patton, George S. – During World War 2, few American generals had as powerful a reputation as George S. Patton.  His skill in handling armies made him one of the greatest combat leaders of modern times. 
Peary, Robert, Henson, Matthew – During the early part of the 20th century, explorers from all over the world were determined to be the first to reach the North Pole.  The men who finally accomplished this incredible feat were tow close friends from America, Robert Peary and Matthew Henson. 
Penn, William – William Penn could have lived an easy, privileged life in England.  Instead, the founder of Pennsylvania and Delaware dedicated his life to creating a place where people could practice their religion without fear of imprisonment of death. 
Perry, Oliver Hazard – Oliver Hazard Perry was so eager to command a naval fleet in battle against the British, that he built his own ships.  The resourceful officer became one of the greatest heroes of the War of 1812. 
Pershing, John J. – Few army leaders have received as many honors as John “Black Jack” Pershing.  His leadership during World War 1 made a difference on the battlefield and gave him a reputation as a courageous and fair commander. 
Pitcher, Molly – When Mary Ludwig was growing up in England’s American colonies during the 1760’s, she had no idea that they would soon become a new country called the United States of America.  She could not have guessed that it would take a war for the colonies to win independence or that, as “Molly Pitcher,” she would become one of that war’s most beloved heroes. 
Pocahontas – Sometimes one simple act of compassion can make a person a hero.  That is what happened to Pocahontas, a young Native American girl who saved a man’s life- and became a legend. 
Pyle, Ernie – For many Americans, World War 2 was hard to understand.  Then Ernie Pyle traveled to Europe’s war-torn cities and began writing about the people he met and the things he saw.  His simple, down-to-earth writing style gave Americans a clearer idea of what they were fighting for. 
Randolph, A. Philip – For many years, African Americans were not represented by labor unions.  A. Philip Randolph changed that, and helped win fair and equal treatment for black workers all over America.  
Revere, Paul – Paul Revere spent most of his life making silverware and engraving printing plates.  However, he is best remembered for his work in the fight for independence for the American colonies especially for his heroic, late-night ride on the eve of the American Revolution. 
Rickenbacker, Eddie – Eddie Rickenbacker became famous as one of the most daring fighter pilots of World War 1.  His bravery and style make him one if the war’s most popular heroes. 
Ride, Sally – Until June 18,1983, every U.S. astronaut who went into space was a man.  Sally Ride was the first American woman to leave Earth and soar into space. 
Ridgway, Matthew B. – Many men have been leaders in wartime.  One of the most distinguished was Matthew B. Ridgway, who led the U.S. Army in key battles during World War 2. 
Robinson, Jackie – When Jackie Robinson was growing up, only white players were allowed to play on major-league baseball teams.  When Robinson joined the Brooklyn Dodgers as the first African American player in the major leagues, he changed baseball and history forever. 
Roosevelt, Eleanor – Eleanor Roosevelt was the wife of U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  However, she was more than just a First Lady.  During her life, she became known all over the world for her dedication to improving conditions for poor and disadvantaged people.  
Roosevelt, Franklin D. – Franklin D. Roosevelt was born wealthy, and could have spent his life having fun.  Instead, he served the nation as its 32nd president for 12 years; leading the nation through two of the worst crises it ever faced the Great Depression and World War 2.  In doing so, he changed the way the U.S. government works. 
Roosevelt, Theodore – Theodore Roosevelt started life as a frail child, but grew up to be an adventurer, a war hero, and one of the nation’s most energetic presidents. 
Sacagawea – In 1804, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark set out to explore what is now northwestern U.S. Early in their two-year journey they met Sacagawea.  The young Native American woman became their interpreter and friend and an essential part of their expedition. 
Salk, Jonas – Today, almost all America children are vaccinated against a disease called polio.  Until 50 years ago, however polio was one of the most feared diseases in the world.  It paralyzed or killed tens of thousands of children every year.  Today, however, polio is rare thanks to Dr, Jonas Salk, who developed a vaccine to prevent it. 
Serra, Junipero – Founder of California missions, born at Majorca, Spain, in 1713 and died in California in 1784. 
Alan B. Shepard Jr. – Today, a journey into space seems almost ordinary. However, in the 1950’s and 1960’s sending someone into outer space was a fantastic achievement that many people thought impossible. The first American to leave our planet behind was Alan Shepard. 
Smalls, Robert – Robert Smalls started life as a slave. Then a daring decision gave him his freedom and changed his life. 
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady – When Elizabeth Cady Stanton, was alive, women and African Americans were not treated the same by law as white men. Stanton dedicated her life to winning equal rights for all Americans, regardless of their gender or color of their skin. 
Sullivan, Anne – Many people have heard the story of Helen Keller, who overcame multiple handicaps to become one of the most inspiring women in the world. However, less is known about Keller’s companion, Anne Sullivan. Sullivan dedicated her life to Keller, and overcame her own hardships to become a hero in her own right. 
Tecumseh – As settlers moved westward across the U.S., Native American tribes were usually too small and unprepared to defend themselves against the U.S. government. Tecumseh realized that uniting different tribes would give them a better chance to hold on to their lands and culture. 
Truth, Sojourner – During the fights to end slavery and win equal rights for women, few voices were as powerful as Sojourner Truth’s. This hard-working former slave inspired people all over the country to rethink their views on equality. 
Tubman, Harriet – Harriet Tubman was a slave who never learned how to read or write. However, her courage and determination won her freedom, and the freedom of countless other slaves as well. She helped open the nations eyes to the injustice of slavery. 
Walker, Mary Edwards – Only recently have women been accepted into the armed forces and given the same opportunities as men. During the Civil War, however, Mary Edwards Walker served on battlefields and became the only woman ever to earn a congressional medal of honor. 
Washington, George – George Washington was the first president of the United States of America. He also led the army that won America’s independence from Great Britain. Without him, the country might not even exist today. 
Whitney, Eli – Inventor of the cotton gin, born in Massachusetts in 1765 and died in Connecticut in 1825. 
Williams, Roger – Today, American’s take it for granted that we can practice whatever religion we want. We owe much of that freedom to a brave man named Roger Williams. He was the first religious leader in America to declare that everyone should be free to worship as he/she chooses. 
Yeager, Chuck – In 1947 pilot Chuck Yeager did something that many people thought was not only dangerous, but physically impossible: he flew a plane faster than the speed of sound. 
York, Alvin – Alvin York placed his dedication to his country above his personal beliefs and left home to fight in WWI. He became one of the most heroic and admired soldiers in American history. 
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